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All are invited to participate in our adult and 
Children’s Sunday School Classes at 9:00 
a.m. and Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service begins at 10:15 a.m.   
Nursery is available for younger children.  

 

Our Staff: 
  Becky Fuchs – Pastor 
  John Hess – Director of Music 
  Gloria Hess – Organist 
  Amy Sensenig – Puppet Ministry       
  Jackie Sands – Secretary 
  George Schwert – Custodian  

 

Mountville Church of the Brethren is 
located at the corner of College, Hoover, & 
Clay Streets in Mountville, PA. If you have 
further questions  regarding the Mountville 
Church, please feel free to call the church 
office at  717-285-5122 or 717-285-7424. 

www.mountvillecob.org 

 Mountvi l le  Church o f  the Brethren 

Awesome and Amazing Autumn 
 

This fall we have some not-to-be-missed worship opportunities  
that will inspire us and challenge us to grow in faith.  You are  

invited to come and experience the Spirit in fresh ways  
through these unique worship services. 

 

September 10  Welcome Back Sunday 
 Sunday School begins for all ages at 9:00 a.m. Adults and  
 youth will gather in the Fellowship Hall for the Annual Con- 
 ference report presented by Becky Fuchs, our delegate to  
 conference.  Coffee, tea and light refreshments will be 
 served in the Fellowship Hall.  
  

Children ages 4 through 12th grade will report directly to  
their Sunday School classrooms. Childcare and activities are  
available for children from birth through four years of age  
in the nursery room.   

  

 In our 10:15 worship service our youth will report on their 
service and learning trip to Lybrook, NM.  We will consecrate 
the teachers and volunteers in our Children’s Ministry pro-
gram.  Come and hear about the ways our youth are growing 
in faith!  
 

September 17  Becky Fuchs will preach on Matthew 18:15-20.  

 The Chancel Choir will return from their summer break and  
 sing. We will consecrate the quilt made by Stitch, Sew, and  
 Share before it is sold at the Brethren Disaster Relief  
 Auction. 
 

September 24  All Types of Music for the Glory of God  

 Nancy Faus-Mullen will be leading us in a service of worship  
 focused on hymns. She’ll tell us about some of our old favor- 
 ite hymns and introduce us to some new ones. The choir will  
 sing and guest instrumentalists will add to our celebration of  
 music. 

Cont. on back page 
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Youth News 
 

     It’s been another busy summer for our youth!  In June, Alexa Taylor, Amanda Ritchie and 
Alec Hess attended the National Junior High conference at Elizabethtown College.   
     From July 9-16 eight of our youth and five adults participated in a Service Learning trip to 
Lybrook, NM under the leadership of David Radcliff of New Community Project. It was a trip 
that required lots of flexibility, courage, and stamina. But all of our youth were changed by the 
experience. Their report on Sunday, September 10 will give you a glimpse of their  
experiences in Lybrook and the ways they understand God, themselves, and the world  
differently.   
     After learning to know the ministry and the people at Lybrook, the youth decided they want 
to support the ministry of the Lybrook Mission. Leadership Team has approved their request 
to have a few fundraisers in order to raise $2,000 to make it possible for 4 Dine´youth to  
attend National Youth Conference in July 2018. Keep your eyes and ears open for their fund-
raising efforts. There are rumors that food may be involved!! 
     On September 10 several of our youth, mentors, and advisors will be participating in the 
COBYS Bike & Hike, a fundraiser that supports the work of COBYS. We all need sponsors so if 
you are willing to sponsor a walker or bike-rider, please contact Pastor Becky or speak to one 
of our youth group members. Our goal is to raise $1,500 and earn a pizza party! 
     We’re excited that one of our youth, Amanda Ritchie, has been chosen to serve on the  
District Youth Cabinet. She joins Love Simegn who also serves in this capacity. Amanda and 
Love will be helping to plan activities for the youth in our district.  
     Our youth program is blessed to have some committed advisors and mentors who make  
possible much of what the youth do. And we are blessed by an exceedingly generous congrega-
tion. It is only through your generous giving to the General Fund and your support of our  
Dessert Auction that we are able to offer our youth opportunities to grow in faith. 
  

 

 

 

Dessert Auction 
Lybrook, New Mexico 

COBYS Bike & Hike 



The Gift of Surprise   By Charlie Worrall 
 

     I am quite sure that many of us walking into the narthex 

before worship on August 6, stopped in our tracks, caught in a 

state of wonder, as we eyed the display there. Week in and 

week out, I’ve come to expect the narthex as a place of transi-

tion of understated elegance, displays of church history and 

small gatherings of church friends reconnecting after a week 

in the world. 

     And then “Whamo!” All that changed in a glance. Bright 

colors! Beautiful fabrics! Sewing artistry and pattern design 

that Vera Bradley would proudly call its own!  (See the photo accompanying this article.)  

Individual items of creative artistry in front of me beckoning to be picked up and held.  I 

tried to get closer, but found that nearly impossible as I was shoulder to shoulder with many 

others attracted by the visual delight as was I. 

     What was on display was the Outreach Project bags which were to be assembled as school 

kits after church on August 13, and donated to Church World Service. The hundreds of 

school bags on display were made by Stitch, Sew & Share members Ruthie Bushong, Janice 

Booz, Shirley Smith and Dottie Light . Each item was unique in fabric and eye catching  

artistic design: stripes, flowers, frogs, fish, sunbursts, spotted tomatoes! Name something 

and it was probably designed into one of these treasures. Each bag was individually made 

with love and purpose. They were going to underprivileged  youth in need of school supplies. 

     It was a  most fitting reflection of our God who awakens our hearts in so many  unex-

pected ways. 

 

 

 

Donated Quilt Top Raises $325 at MCC PA Relief Sale 
 

     In April, Stitch, Sew and Share donated this quilt top to the Pennsylvania Relief Sale, to 

benefit Mennonite Central Committee. The donation, an unfinished Crazy Quilt, which 

raised $325, was donated by Margaret Forry, a member of Stitch ‘n Sew ’n Share until her 

passing. Margaret’s father-in-law made the quilt top in the early 1900s. 

     Crazy Quilting refers to a textile art of unplanned, 

or crazy, patchwork. It does not refer to the stitching, 

which is another way of identifying a quilt. Random 

placement of fabrics allowed quilters – often but not 

always women – to be creative in their placement of 

patches. In the late nineteenth century, well before La-

Roy Forry designed this piece, it was estimated that it 

would take at least 1500 hours of intensive work to 

complete a full-size quilt. 
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     Inside    
    Outreach 
    
 

 

Summer is a slow-down for many people. But the Outreach Team picks up speed in those three 

months. Preparations for late summer and fall Outreach projects keep the team and church vol-

unteers active. Here is the latest on what has been happening, plus a look ahead to October,  

November, and December. 
 

1. Our CWS School Kit project was once again successful, thanks to 

our dedicated volunteers. On August 13 after worship 300 school kits 

were again assembled in fellowship hall.  

 

WE THANK: 
 

� The women who shop for fabric and other supplies, then spend a year 

sewing 300 uniquely different school bags! They are Shirley Smith, 

Dottie Light, Ruthie Bushong, and Janice Booz.  

� All who donated funds for purchase of materials 

and who shopped for all 1,800 pencils! 

� Our loyal workers who stay after the service each time and help fill 

the bags and pack them in boxes, we could not do this so quickly with-

out you!  

 

 

 

2. Our CWS Clean-up Buckets project was also completed in August.  

 

THE FACTS: 
 

� It takes a few people to assemble 15 buckets. But that is just part of the story!  

� It also takes Norman and Marian Bollinger to drive to New Windsor with all of the school  

      bags and buckets in their van.  This is a large load and a long trip!  

� But FIRST, it takes people like you, to buy those bucket items as much as a year in advance,  

      so that when the time comes, the right materials for clean-up are there for each bucket. And  

      those 15 buckets will be a welcome sight for people who receive them after a flood, fire,  

      hurricane, or other natural disaster that disrupts homes and lives. Thank you to all who 

      were willing shop for these items. AND, if you don’t mind a bit of shopping through the next  

      year to collect some of next years items, ask Marian Bollinger what you can buy to contrib- 

      ute. 

 

WHAT IS COMING UP NEXT? 
 

� October - The famous Undie Sundays! 

� November - Brethren Housing Association Christmas Workshop! 

� December - Mitten Tree and Christmas Eve Offering! 
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Bits ’n Pieces      
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Congratulations to Drew and Emily (Musser) Smith on the birth of their son, Maverick Thomas 

on July 17. Maverick is the little brother of Margo and the grandson of Tom and Margie Musser. 
 

We give thanks for the birth of Savannah Skye Long born on July 26 to Michael and Lindsay 

Long. Savannah is the granddaughter of Jim and Kathy Long. 
 

Thank you to the Mountville COB for prayers, cards and home-cooked meals during Henry’s ill-

ness. We are blessed to have such a supportive church family.   - Connie & Henry Renn 
 

Mountville Mennonite Church held a Bible reading marathon on July 26 and July 27. Organizer 

Sam Bearden is grateful for the participation of five members of Mountville Church of the 

Brethren who took a shift and read. 47 different readers from over six organizations, and some 

from as far away as Texas completed the reading of the New Testament in just over 20 hours. 

Thanks for your participation in this event. 

Here are portions of thank you notes recently received from recipients of our benevo-

lent outreach giving.  
 

From Rev. John L. McCullough, President and CEO Church World Service, regarding 

our donation of 300 Hygiene Kits that we packed in April: “Thank you for your kind do-

nation of Hygiene Kits to Church World Service. Your compassion has given individuals and 

families touched by disaster the tangible evidence that they matter. That someone cares. That 

they are not alone. Caring people like you - who understand the urgency of responding after a 

disaster - allow people in crisis to receive help when they need it, and hope for the future.”  
 

From Danielle J. Peters, Director of the Columbia Food Bank regarding their June 

donations of food. “During the months of June, July, and August, here at the Columbia Food 

Bank, we usually see a decline in food drives and donations. They just are not a “feel good for 

giving” months like November and December. Our client base unfortunately increases as 

schools that provide government funded breakfasts and lunches are closed for the summer. 

Please note that I wrote “usually see” a decline. Well, this month God must have heard the 

prayers (and shouts for help) from a desperate director. You just never know when or how 

“angels” will show up. For your donations this month, we thank you for being one of our 

“angels” helping us to feed those who hunger. We bless you.”  
 

From Diane Gerlach, Vice President/Pantry Coordinator for the Hempfield Area Food 

Pantry, in regard to our summer food donations:  “Thank you for your continued contribu-

tion of 334 pounds of food to our pantry for the month of July. This time of year we are provid-

ing extra food items to help feed families with children for the summer months when the chil-

dren are not in school, thus do not receive the free and reduced lunches provided. Currently, the 

Hempfield Area food pantry has over 300 families registered, with the majority residing in the 

Hempfield School District who are eligible to receive food assistance weekly.”  
 

From Robert Thomas, of Tabor Community Services, regarding half of our Christmas 

Eve offering that was given to Beth Shalom House of Peace. Their “Home for a New 

start” is a program of Tabor Community Services: “Thank you for your gift of $1,156,  

received on May 15, 2017, to help Beth Shalom House of Peace continue its ministry. Your gen-

erosity is deeply appreciated and is a testimony to your faithfulness. I am pleased to report to 

you that the Beth Shalom ministry continues with its very important work. We are providing a 

new home for women leaving prison, a place where they can be reunited with their children 

and, with the guidance and support of our counselors, learn to lead their lives in productive and 

rewarding ways. Thanks so much for your support and please accept my very best wishes.”  



Fall Adult Sunday School Offers 
Something for Everyone! 

 
     We will open the Fall Sunday School on Sep-
tember 10 with Pastor Becky providing a report and 
video on Annual Conference. Next we feature two 
guest speakers. Crystal Baxter from the Brethren 
Housing Association will speak to us on September 
17 about the challenges faced by those living in 
poverty. On September 24, back by popular de-
mand is Dr. Leslie Huff from the Samaritan Coun-
seling Center who will speak to us on "Boundaries 
and Handling Conflict." This talk will demonstrate 
solutions to dealing with extended family conflicts. 
     The fall will continue with a video/discussion 
Bible Study called "Invitation to the New Testa-
ment." Following that will be a discussion of end-of
-life decision making featuring the popular 
book, Being Mortal by Atul Gawande, concluding 
with a talk on end-of-life legal planning with Attor-
ney Ann Martin. 
 

See you at 9:00 AM starting September 10! 

     The Senior Adult Fellow-

ship Banquet, for 55 and 

older adults, will be held at 

Yoder’s Restaurant on 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

at 12:00 noon. 

     Sponsored by Atlantic Northeast District, 

we will again enjoy a delicious meal, $18 per 

person, followed by Ron Bellamy playing 

handbells, with Linda Largus as his accompa-

nist. 

     More info will be coming in September, but 

please mark October 25 on your calendar now! 

     

-6- 

Ministry Opportunity 
 

     Can you hear me now??  One of the behind-

the-scenes ministries that enables us to hear 

everything clearly in worship AND provides 

CD’s to those who can’t get to worship is our 

Sound Crew. Dell Boshnaugle and Mike  

Graham faithfully serve us each week. They 

are eager to welcome and train new sound 

technicians who may be interested in this 

ministry. So if you can spend one Sunday 

morning a month sitting at the sound booth, if 

you have a love for gadgets, and if you can  

follow the order of worship in our bulletin, 

then you might be just the folks Dell and Mike 

are looking for. Male or female, young or old 

are invited to consider this ministry. Talk to 

Dell or Mike at the sound booth if you have 

questions or need more information. 

Rev. Nancy Faus-
Mullen to Lead  
Music-Focused  

Worship on  
September 24 

 
     The Richard Ott Memo-

rial Fund, provided by the 

generous donations of Linda Ott Gerber, will 

sponsor a morning of worship highlighting 

the importance of hymns and congregational 

singing in our worship of God. 

     Rev. Nancy Faus-Mullen, a long-time mu-

sician and professor emeritus of worship at 

Bethany Theological Seminary, will travel 

from Richmond, IN to lead our morning wor-

ship. Through hymns old and new, from 

places near and far, Nancy will help us sing, 

pray and reflect on our faith as we lift our 

voices in song. Come, bring a friend, and ex-

pect a morning to experience, “All Types of 

Music for the Glory of God”! 

Sr. Adult Fellowship Banquet 



Health Ministry Corner     Are You At Risk For Prediabetes? 
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    Mountville COB  July 2017  Offerings 

             For General Fund $  18,388.25    

             Continuing Our Vision $    8,964.00      

             Designated $    8,671.46          

     One in three American adults has Prediabetes, which often leads to Type 2 Diabetes, a condi-

tion that can cause blindness, heart attack and stroke, among other things. According to data 

collected by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 90% of people who have it do not 

know they have Prediabetes and aren’t aware of the long term risks to health that can be a  

result. 

     The effects of Prediabetes can be reversed by making lifestyle changes. Being aware of the 

diagnosis increases the chance of making necessary changes to help delay or prevent it, such as 

losing weight, increasing physical activity, and establishing healthier habits.   

     You can take an online screening at DoIHavePrediabetes.org to determine if you are at risk.  

There are certain factors that increase the likelihood for having Prediabetes including: 
 

 Being a male - men are more likely than women to have undiagnosed diabetes 

 Having had gestational diabetes while pregnant 

 Having a mother, father, sister or brother with diabetes 

 Having been diagnosed with high blood pressure 

 Being physically inactive 

 Having a higher BMI (measures weight compared to height to give your body mass index) 

 Age – the older you are, the higher your risk 

 Race or ethnicity – certain groups are more likely 
 

     Knowing you have Prediabetes can be a health wake-up call. It is important to talk to your 

doctor or healthcare provider as soon as you discover you may be at risk! They can help you  

delay or prevent the effects. 

New in the Library 
 

     At Annual Conference in 1991 the denomination made this statement: “At 

the heart of Church of the Brethren life is a commitment both to live within 

God’s peace and to be peacemakers.” Editor Cheryl Burmbaugh-Cayford has 

put together a collection of 366 daily readings on the subject of peace in the 

book Speak Peace, A Daily Reader. Brumbaugh-Cayford has compiled a vari-

ety of stories, musings and historical writings from men and women, past 

and present, who can testify to the importance and power of speaking peace. 

Each daily reading includes a scripture reference, a prayer and a suggestion 

about how one might respond to the day’s reading. Check out this new book 

in our church library.   



     In the lower narthex just 

outside the elevator there is 

a wood-toned brochure stand 

filled with a variety of bro-

chures. This display of bro-

chures is one of the minis-

tries of the Deacons. Care 

Notes are pamphlets that 

contain messages of inspira-

tion, assistance, and encour-

agement for a variety of 

life’s issues. One can find 

Care Notes related to grief, 

dementia, hospice care, sin-

gle-parenting and aging to name a few. There 

are Care Notes written for teens that address 

issues of peer pressure and responsible use of 

social media. And there are even Care Notes 

for children about bullying, grief and how to 

feel close to God.  

 The quantity of Care Notes in the dis-

play decreases after a large number of people 

have used our building which is an indication 

that this ministry touches the lives of many 

folks in our community.  Please take a look at 

the Care Notes display. Feel free to choose 

brochures that might be helpful to you or to 

those you know and love when difficulties in 
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New Photo Directory Sign Up Time! 
 

It's been six years since our last Mountville Church of the Brethren photo directory and we need 

your help to update this important ministry tool. Lifetouch will photograph us at our church on 

Wednesday, October 18 - 2:00-9:00 pm, Thursday October 19:  2:00 - 9:00 p.m., Friday, October 

20: 2:00-9:00 p.m., and Saturday, October 21:  10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

 

Please sign up online using the Lifetouch link provided on our website:  

www.mountvillecob.org.  You may also sign up in the narthex after church in September and 

early October. 

 

Each individual or family group photographed will receive one free 8 x 10 portrait and a free 

copy of the directory. Out of town members may submit a photograph to be included in the 

directory for $10 each. 

 

Lifetouch has a new "Family & Friends" program welcoming 

neighbors or friends from outside of our church who would like 

to be photographed to come as well. They will not be included in 

our directory, but will receive a free 8 x 10 portrait. Please ask 

your guests to sign up for a photo session using our website. 

 

Thank you for helping us in this ministry to newcomers! 
 

Nancy Hess, Marian Bollinger & Patty Aument 

Deacon Care Note Ministry 



Flora Jean Beam 

6655 Red House Rd. 

Phenix, VA 23959 

434-208-0702 

Birthday:   Flora Jean   8/7 

   

Gretchen Brock 

Manorcare Health Services 

320 S. Market St. 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

Birthday: 5/5 

 

Ruth H. Bushong 

3001 Lititz Pike 

Lancaster, PA 17606   560-4929  

Birthday: 10/10 

 

Harold & Jo Ann Enders 

3203 Horizon Dr. 

Lancaster, PA 17601   285-5238 

 Birthdays:  Harold 6/7 

                    Jo Ann  8/8 

  Anniversary:                    2/11 

Ray & Anna Ruth Enders 

375 Primrose Lane 

Mountville, PA 17554  285-4289 

 Birthdays:   Ray   12/4 

  Anna Ruth   11/10 

 Anniversary:            12/23 

 

Ethel Good 

3604 Horizon Dr. 

Lancaster, PA 17601   285-3920          

Birthday: 9/26 
 

Olive Kline 

203 Greenbriar Circle 

Lancaster, PA 17603   397-5386 

  Birthday         4/23 

 

Kathy Lenox 

Meadow View Rehab & Nursing 

9209 Ridge Pike 

Philadelphia, PA 19128 

 

 

 

Miriam Sampsel 

2401 McKee II 

551 Free Mason Dr. 

Elizabethtown PA 17022 

361-5601       Birthday: 10/19 

 

Gene & Barbara Swords 

3001 Lititz Pike,  

Lancaster, PA 17606   560-0345 

  Birthdays:    Gene        10/25 

                        Barbara    1/31 

  Anniversary:                  8/26 

 

Margie Trimble 

Guandenzie First 

1306 Spring Garden St.  

6th Floor 

Philadelphia  PA  19123 

Birthday: 8/22 

 
 
 
 
 

� Please remember these persons in your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits.  

September Birthday Blessings & Anniversary Wishes 
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Happy Anniversary to: 

The Health Ministry Team is providing this list of 
Members and Friends who are unable to attend church regularly. 

Please contact the church office if your  birthday 

or Anniversary  was missed.  Thank you.          

Birthday Blessings to: 

2   Forrest & Kitty Collier 

6   Geoff & Stacie Hess 

9   Joe & Holly Mele 

11 Ray & Mary Finkbiner 

12  Drew & Emily Smith 

24  Pete & Deb Musser 

26 Alan & Suzanne Over 

1  Nanette Bushong 

3  Carly Musser 

9  Dawn Musser 

12 Chuck Few 

13 Jane Fitze 

14 Mike McAllister 

15 Tyler Haldeman 

20 Catherine Repkoe      
 

21  Ronald Shenk Jr. 

25  Zachary Landis 

      Pat Musser 

26 Ethel Good 



 

SEPTEMBER SERVERS 
 

                Ushers   Worship Leaders   Acolytes 

 Clyde Burkholder       3 - Larry Booz      3 - Catherine Repkoe 

 Valerie Geist  10 - Youth       10 - Darron McAllister 

 Joyce Williams  17 - Mike Graham  17 - Alexa Taylor 

 Stan Williams  24 - Becky Fuchs   24 -    

      

    Children’s Ministry 

   3 -  No Children’s Church, Joan Boshnaugle, A J Taylor                                             

 10  - Joyce Kerns, A J Taylor, Amy Sensenig, Joel Sensenig                                            

 17 - Margie Musser, Steve Hess, Carey Taylor, Amanda Ritchie 

           24 - Betsy Thomas, Sue Beiler, Lisa Boshnaugle, Love Simegn 
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Address Service Requested 
Dated Material Enclosed 

Deadline for the October 2017 New Vision articles is Sunday, September10, 2017. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD   
Awesome and Amazing Autumn  cont. from page 1 

 

 

October 1   Panel Discussion on Poverty 
We will continue our conversation and learning about poverty with the assistance of three folks 
who have expertise in this area.  Panel members will be Crystal Baxter, director of Brethren 
Housing Association in Harrisburg, a ministry that helps homeless and low-income individuals 
reach their God-given potential; Mistee Ferrier, who recently moved into a house built by Habi-
tat for Humanity; and Jeff Hawkes, reporter for LNP who has written extensively about the 
problems of poverty in Lancaster.  
 

October 1  7:00 p.m.  Love Feast   
 Come and share this sacred tradition in the Church of the Brethren. 
 

October 8   Unity Celebration 
We will join with Un Nuevo Renacer Fellowship to celebrate our partnership and give thanks for 
the ways God is working in each of our congregations.   More details will follow next month. 

  


