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All are invited to participate in our Adult and
Children’s Sunday School Classes at 9:00
a.m. and Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service begins at 10:15 a.m.
Nursery is available for younger children.
Our Staff:
Becky Fuchs – Pastor
John Hess – Director of Music
Gloria Hess – Organist
Amy Boshnaugle – Puppet Ministry
Jackie Sands – Secretary
George Schwert – Custodian
Mountville Church of the Brethren is
located at the corner of College, Hoover, &
Clay Streets in Mountville, PA. If you have
further questions regarding the Mountville
Church, please feel free to call the church
office at 717-285-5122 or 717-285-7424.

www.mountvillecob.org

September 2016

Coming in September
September 4

Camp on Clay Street

Don’t miss this special Labor Day weekend worship service at
our very own Camp Clay. We’ll worship with songs and stories
around the camp-fire. But no worries! We will gather for
worship in the bug free, air-conditioned comfort of our
Fellowship Hall. Dress is casual. Chairs will be set-up, but feel
free to bring your favorite lawn chair or blanket for sitting
on the ground. Becky Fuchs will preach, Sarah Repkoe will be
our pianist and Catherine Repkoe will provide special music.

September 11 Welcome Back Sunday
Sunday School begins for all ages at 9:00 a.m. Children ages 4
through 5th grade will report directly to their Sunday School
classrooms. Childcare and activities are available for children
from birth through four years of age in the nursery room.
Adults and youth will gather in the Fellowship Hall for the
Annual Conference report presented by Becky Fuchs, our
delegate to conference. Coffee, tea and light refreshments
will be served in the Fellowship Hall.
In our 10:15 worship service we will consecrate the teachers
and volunteers in our Children’s Ministry program. Becky
Fuchs will preach and our Chancel Choir will sing. We will
collect the 2¢ Offering.

September 25

Youth Workcamp Report

Our youth will report on their summer experiences at
their retreat at Camp Swatara and the workcamps they
attended in Crossnore, NC and Brooklyn New York. The
youth who attended Bethany Seminary’s Bible Immersion
program for Junior High students will share their
thoughts on that experience. Come and hear
about the ways our youth are growing
in faith.

Pastor’s Ponderings
I know that many of us are disturbed by
much of what is happening in our nation and
our world. The terroristic attacks on innocent citizens shake our sense of security
regardless of where we live. Wars rage on in
countries all over the world and our hearts
break as we hear of violence against our
brothers and sisters in Nigeria. A violent
attack on GLBTQ folks who were enjoying
an evening in what they believed was a safe
place was the worst mass shooting in our
nation’s history. And I won’t even begin to
discuss the rhetoric and behavior of many of
those running for political office.
Many of us lament the problems, pray for
peace, for justice, and for healing and then
go on with life as usual. When I think about
the life of Jesus, I realize that he did not just
lament the problems of violence, hatred, and
injustice and pray about them. He spoke out
in support of those who were being oppressed and who were being ignored. He
healed, he welcomed, he touched, and he
blessed. As Christians who follow the exam-

ple of Jesus, we can no longer remain silent
about the problems of violence, hatred and
injustices that surround us..
I read a meditation recently by Robert
McAfee Brown in which he stated that all of
us who remain silent and inactive when
hatred and injustice rear their ugly heads,
are giving implicit permission for those evil
attitudes and acts to continue. That called to
mind the quote by Edmund Burke that says,
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men (and women) to do nothing.”
I believe we are called to be the good men
and women who do something so hatred,
injustice, and discrimination do not triumph.
So let’s be followers of Jesus who speak out
loudly and clearly for those whose voices are
not heard. Let’s be a church who takes some
action to promote justice and opportunity for
everyone. I invite you to join me in discerning how our congregation can act like Jesus
and actively work to eliminate injustice and
hatred, and discrimination.

Deacon Care Note Ministry
In the lower narthex
just outside the elevator
there is a wood-toned
brochure stand filled with a
variety of pamphlets. This
display of pamphlets is one
of the ministries of the
Deacons. Care Notes are
pamphlets that contain
messages of inspiration,
assistance, and encouragement for a variety of life’s
issues. One can find Care
Notes related to grief,
dementia, hospice care,
single-parenting and aging

to name a few. There are Care Notes written
for teens that address issues of peer pressure
and responsible use of social media. And there
are even Care Notes for children about bullying, grief and how to feel close to God.
The quantity of Care Notes in the display
decreases after a large number of people have
used our building which is an indication that
this ministry touches the lives of many folks
in our community. Please take a look at the
Care Notes display. Feel free to choose
pamphlets that might be helpful to you or to
those you know and love when difficulties in
life arise or questions about faith surface.
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Bits ‘n Pieces
Congratulations to Amy Boshnaugle and Joel Sensenig who were married at the Mountville
Church of the Brethren on Saturday, August 20, 2016.
Change of Address:

Merlin & Flora Jean Beam, 6655 Red House Rd., Phenix, VA 23959

Dear Mountville COB, I would like to thank the whole congregation for recognizing my graduation. I also want to thank you all for the gifts you gave me, I really appreciate it and they mean
a lot to me. Thanks again, Mike Field
Thanks for all the cards and prayers during my recent surgery. It is wonderful to be a part of
our caring church family. - Mary Finkbiner
“Sacrifice is good for the soul.” Thank you for your “sacrifice” on behalf of The Columbia
Food Bank. Every can of soup, box of cereal, or package of hot dogs could have gone in your shelf
or in your refrigerator. Every dollar you donated could have stayed in your wallet. Instead, you
generously decided to “help feed the hungry”. Thank you for your contribution of $550 and
80 lbs. of hot dogs. We will be buying the basics that we run out of so quickly: peanut butter,
jelly, soups, spaghetti sauce, etc. God Bless You All! - Danielle J. Peters, Director
Greetings to you in the name of Jesus! Recently the Global Food Crisis Fund changed its name
to the Global Food Initiative. This past year we have given over $200,000 in grants to partners
in other countries. Plans are currently in the works to partner once again with our sisters and
brothers in Nigeria as they are returning home after being displaced by the Boko Haram insurgency in that country. Here in the U.S. we are supporting exciting work in New Orleans, LA;
Lybrook NM; Circle, AK; Boise, ID; Champaign, IL; Salisbury, MD, and Harrisburg, PA. Thank
you once again for your gift of $3,400. Please know that those receiving these gifts are praying
for you and thanking God for you! - Jeff Boshart, Global Food Initiative

Adult Sunday School Opens with “Half Truths”
After we hear the Annual Conference report on September 11, on September 18 Adult Sunday School will begin a series featuring Adam Hamilton’s “Half Truths.” This provocative book
features sayings that are erroneously attributed to the Bible, such as “God helps those who help
themselves” and “All things happen for a reason,” but explores how the Bible helps us better
understand these common dictums.
Later in the Fall Professor Jeff Bach from Elizabethtown College will share his trip to China
where he researched Brethren Missionaries, and Professor George Pickens from Messiah
College will teach on “What Christians Should Know about Islam.” David Radcliff from New
Community Project will speak, along with Spiritual Director Ann Bach, who will talk about how
Faith helps us deal with suffering in the world.
The class is open to all who wish to share their ideas and grow in their understanding of
Christian faith. Please come join us at 9:00 AM every Sunday this fall!
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September 21 is World Peace Day
On Earth Peace is an independent Church of the Brethren organization
dedicated to the education and activities that further the historic peace message of
the Church of the Brethren. It was inspired by one of the denomination's great
peace evangelist, M. R. Zigler.
On Earth Peace (OEP) calls us to honor world-wide Peace Day on Wednesday, September 21.
The need for thinking and acting in behalf of peace is obvious as we ponder what is happening
in the world, and in our own neighborhoods. Although we may think we have little influence in
this world, there are things that we can do. When you give thanks for your food, remember to
add a line in the prayer that asks God for insight on how you can engage on behalf of peace.
When you listen to the current news, or read it in the daily paper, you can challenge your own
thinking about how successful is violence in settling disputes. When you are about to kick the
cat, remember, that is not the way to encourage better behavior, from pets or children.
A good mantra for us, on Peace Day, and the rest of the year is "Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God," words of Jesus cited for
us in Matthew 5:9. - Floyd E. Bantz

School Kit Project Provided 300 Kits
At Mountville Church of the Brethren we want for our neighbors,
locally and globally, what we want for ourselves. We want for our
children what our own children already have. We turned those desires into action on Sunday, August 14, when we assembled 300
school kits that will be distributed by Church World Service in the
USA and around the world, wherever they are needed. A big thank
you to Janice Booz, Ruthie Bushong, Dottie Light and Shirley Smith
who created and sewed the bags. They were beautiful! Thank you to
all who contributed pencils for the project too. Each bag contained 6
pencils, 1 foot ruler, 3 spiral notebooks, 1 scissors, 1 box of crayons, 1 pink eraser, and 1 pencil
sharpener. The cost for supplies is about $3 per bag and we appreciate your support financially
as well. After worship, about 40 persons of all ages stayed for a few minutes for the assembly.
On August 21 our children laid hands on the bags and Pastor Becky dedicated them, praying
that the children who receive these might feel our caring and God’s love for them.

Come and Enjoy Covered Dish “Sunday Supper” with St. Mary’s!
Leadership Team has invited St. Mary’s Coptic Church to join us Sunday, Sept 18 at 5:30 p.m.
for a “Sunday Supper” covered dish event in our Fellowship Hall. All members and friends of
Mountville Church of the Brethren are encouraged to come, enjoy, and better get to know our
Christian neighbors from nearby Silver Spring. Our friends from St. Mary’s Church also will be
bringing dishes to share!

Mountville COB July 2016 Offerings
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For General Fund

$ 27,750.33

Continuing Our Vision

$ 12,782.00

Designated

$ 4,630.19

Youth News
It’s been another busy summer for our youth! In June, Amanda Ritchie and Love Simegn
attended a Bible Immersion program for Junior High students. The program was sponsored by
Bethany Seminary who also provided the leadership for the program. Amanda and Love
immersed themselves in studying the book of Acts. They also visited and worshipped at
Germantown Church of the Brethren, enjoyed dinner in an Amish home and had some times for
conversation and recreation with the 20 other youth attending.
Also in June Amanda Ritchie, Fikir (Love) Simegn, and Alexa Taylor, along with their advisor
Cindy Heisey, went to work camp in Brooklyn, New York.
As these young ladies returned from Brooklyn, a group of our Senior High youth headed for
Crossnore, NC. Daron and Devin Ritchie, AJ Taylor, along with advisors Jerry Bushong and Tom
Ritchie spent a week working at a school for children and youth with emotional problems and a
local camp. Our youth and advisors will report on their work camp experiences during worship
on September 25.
In mid-July, our youth group went to Camp Swatara for a retreat. Cindy Heisey, Larry and
Janice Booz and Don Wagner were chaperones. Sara Wagner visited one day and helped the
group make a craft. While at camp the group had devotions, hiked to the rock pile, enjoyed
games, swimming, and lots of good food including meals cooked over the campfire.
This fall the youth look forward to resuming their monthly Sunday evening meetings, going
to a corn maze, meeting with David Radcliff and attending some District Jr. High and Sr. High
events. Many of our youth will be participating in the COBYS Bike & Hike on September 11.
We’re excited that one of our youth, Fikir (Love) Simegn will be a member of the District
Youth Cabinet. She’ll be helping to plan activities for the youth in our district.
Thank you for your generous support of our youth program. Your generous giving to the
General Fund and your support of our Dessert Auction provide the funds that enable us to
offer our youth opportunities to grow in faith and in community without the burden of
fundraising.

Camp Swatara
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September Birthday Blessings & Anniversary Wishes
Birthday Blessings to:

Happy Anniversary to:

1 Nanette Bushong

15 Tyler Haldeman

2 Forrest & Kitty Collier

3 Carly Musser

20 Catherine Repkoe

9 Joe & Holly Mele

9 Dawn Musser

21 Ronald Shenk Jr.

11 Ray & Mary Finkbiner

12 Chuck Few

25 Zachary Landis

12 Drew & Emily Smith

13 Jane Fitze

Pat Musser

14 Mike McAllister

24 Pete & Deb Musser

26 Ethel Good

26 Alan & Suzanne Over

Please contact the church office If your birthday or anniversary was missed. Thank you.

The Health Ministry Team is providing this list of
Members and Friends who are unable to attend church regularly.
Merlin & Flora Jean Beam
6655 Red House Rd.
Phenix, VA 23959
434-239-0889
Birthdays: Merlin
2/6
Flora Jean 8/7
Anniversary:
10/9

Harold & Jo Ann Enders
3203 Horizon Dr.
Lancaster, PA 17601 285-5238
Birthdays: Harold
6/7
Jo Ann
8/8
Anniversary:
2/11

Betty Mowrer
c/o Vanessa Klaus
2251 Oswego Dr. Apt. 7
Columbia, PA 17512 681-2351
Birthday
6/3

Miriam Sampsel
Ray & Anna Ruth Enders
2401 McKee II
Janet Booz
375 Primrose Lane
551 Free Mason Dr.
3001 Lititz Pike
Mountville, PA 17554 285-4289 Elizabethtown PA 17022
Lancaster, PA 17606 581-4059 Birthdays: Ray
12/4 361-5601
Birthday: 10/19
Anna Ruth 11/10
Gretchen Brock
Anniversary:
12/23 Gene & Barbara Swords
Manorcare Health Services
3001 Lititz Pike,
320 S. Market St.
Ethel Good
Lancaster, PA 17606 560-0345
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
3604 Horizon Dr.
Birthdays: Gene
10/25
Lancaster, PA 17601 285-3920
Birthday:
5/5
Barbara 1/31
Birthday:
9/26
Anniversary:
8/26
Ruth H. Bushong
Olive Kline
3001 Lititz Pike
Lancaster, PA 17606 560-4929 203 Greenbriar Circle
Lancaster, PA 17603 397-5386
Birthday:
10/10
Please remember these persons in your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits.
We suggest you contact the church office, 285-5122, with any additions or changes.
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SEPTEMBER SERVERS
Ushers

Worship Leaders

Acolytes

Sean Geist

4 - Camp Clay

4 - Camp Clay

Valerie Geist

11 - Naomi Kraenbring

11 - Darron McAllister

Joyce Williams

18 - Becky Fuchs

18 - Alexa Taylor

Stan Williams

25 - Youth

25 - Catherine Repkoe

Children’s Ministry
4 – Kitty Collier, Forrest Collier, Joan Boshnaugle, Love Simegn
11 – Joyce Kerns, Kitty Collier, Carol Ritchie, Amanda Ritchie
18 – Betsy Thomas, Sue Beiler, Carey Taylor, Alexa Taylor
25 – Sarah Repkoe, Tess Wolford, Amy Sensenig, A J Taylor
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LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, October 2 - Love Feast, 6 p.m.
Sunday, October 30 - Youth Fundraiser Luncheon
followed by Congregational Forum
Deadline for the October 2016 New Vision articles is Sunday, September 11, 2016.
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