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All are invited to Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:15 a.m.   
Nursery is available for younger children.  

 

Our Staff: 
  Becky Fuchs – Pastor 
  John Hess – Director of Music 
  Gloria Hess – Organist 
  Amy Sensenig – Puppet Ministry       
  Jackie Sands – Secretary 
  George Schwert – Custodian  

 

Mountville Church of the Brethren is 
located at the corner of College, Hoover, & 
Clay Streets in Mountville, PA. If you have 
further questions  regarding the Mountville 
Church, please feel free to call the church 
office at  717-285-5122 or 717-285-7424. 

www.mountvillecob.org 

 Mountvi l le  Church o f  the Brethren 

Coming in November 
 

November 5    Reverend Warren Eshbach will return to  

 Mountville as our  guest preacher. He will preach  

 Reformation: Then and Now. Nancy Hess will  

 lead worship and our Chancel Choir will sing.   

 

November 12   Junior High Sunday.  

 Becky Fuchs will preach on Matthew 22:34-36.  

 Our Junior High youth will lead worship.   

 

November 19   On this Sunday before Thanksgiving we  

 will give thanks for the blessings we enjoy. Our  

 Chancel Choir will sing. Becky Fuchs will preach on  

 Deuteronomy 8: 7-18. We’ll think about the impor- 

 tance of remembering God’s role in the blessings we  

 enjoy and the ways we can respond to God with  

 gratitude and obedience. 

 

November 26   Becky Fuchs will preach on Matthew  

 25:31-46. Our Chancel Choir will sing. During  

 worship, we will consecrate our intentions to give  

 a portion of our income to our congregational  

 ministries in 2018. 
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     At our Congregational Forum in October 

2016 we decided that we would like to  

explore the problem of poverty in our com-

munity, our nation and our world. And we 

have learned a lot about the topic this past 

year. We heard a few sermons about the 

problem of poverty. We learned some of the 

sobering statistics of poverty in Lancaster.  

And we read scriptures that reminded us 

that caring for the poor was one of Jesus’ 

highest priorities.   

     We were fortunate to hear from Dan  

Jurman, Director of Community Action  

Partnership, a county organization that 

works closely with the poor. Dan also 

chaired the Mayors’ Commission to combat 

poverty. Dan encouraged us to walk beside 

poor folks, instill hope when we can and then 

empower them to reach their dreams. He 

warned that eliminating poverty is not easy. 

It will require healing of wounds, empathy 

from those who want to encourage, and time 

to build relationships. He also advised us 

that policies need to change if we want to 

make real and lasting progress in eliminat-

ing that problem.  

     Our Adult Sunday School class joined in 

our year-long exploration of poverty. They 

invited Jeff Hawkes, reporter from LNP, to 

speak to them. Delightfully, many of our 

youth asked to attend the class and hear 

what Jeff had to say. Jeff pointed out that 

many folks are poor because they did not  

receive some of the “unearned gifts” many of 

us enjoy. He named some of those gifts as 

physical health, mental health, encourage-

ment from people around us, being a member 

of the Caucasian race, and being male.   

     In May the class continued to explore the 

issue of poverty by listening to and discussing 

the podcast “On the Media”, hosted by Brooke 

Gladstone. They heard much of the five-part 

series on “Busting Poverty Myths” which was 

released in January 2017. 

     In September the Adult Sunday School 

class invited Crystal Brown, Executive Direc-

tor of Brethren Housing Association, to talk 

with them about the BHA program and its ef-

forts to help families with minor children live 

stable lives and reach their full, God-given  

potential.    

     In worship in September we were privi-

leged to have Jeff Hawkes, Crystal Brown, 

and Mistee Farrior, a proud owner of Habitat 

for Humanity House, join together for a con-

versation about the causes of and solutions to 

poverty. They indicated that there is no simple 

solution. What helps one family rise out of 

poverty will not be the same things that en-

able another family to achieve more financial 

stability.        

       As 2017 draws to a close so does our delib-

erate and intentional effort to learn about the 

problem of poverty. Our task now is to deter-

mine if we sense God calling us to do some-

thing to help alleviate poverty and if so, what 

are we called to do. If you would like to be part 

of a conversation about how MCoB can be a 

champion for those living in poverty, speak to 

Becky Fuchs, Forrest Collier, or Tom Musser.     

Our Exploration of the Issue of Poverty 
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Bits ’n Pieces      
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Thanks you everyone for the calls, cards, and flowers that you sent during my bad fall in  

September. I have a very thoughtful church family. Much appreciated!  - Lynn Landis 

 

Here are portions of thank you notes recently received from recipients of our benevo-

lent outreach:   
 

From David A. Steele, General Secretary, Church of the Brethren in Elgin, in regard 

to our quarterly giving to the general fund in the amount of $1,500.  

“Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of the church of the Brethren. It is 

through your generosity that ministries grow and lives are changed. Your gifts do great things. 

Thanks to your faithful support we have engaged in many exciting projects. Individuals 

attended life-changing gatherings like the Church of the Brethren Planting Conference, Young 

Adult Conference, Annual Conference, and National Older Adult Conference. Volunteers be-

came the hands and feet of Jesus through ministries like Brethren Volunteer Service and Work 

camps. Representatives from the office of Public Witness participated in events related to peace 

and justice issues. Young Adults explored their vocations in ministry through Ministry Summer 

Service. Events for the coming year were also planned to continue the ministries of the Church 

of the Brethren. Your gifts help support the work of partnerships in Haiti, Nigeria, South Su-

dan, and many other places around the world. Your faithful giving undergirds service-focused 

ministries and opportunities for faith formation. Your generous contributions empower minis-

tries that speak peace and extend Jesus’ table through dynamic programs and ministries of the 

Church of the Brethren work camps. Thank you for helping to continue the work of Jesus.”   
 

From Danielle J. Peters, Director of the Columbia Food Bank, in response to the food 

supplies given from our grocery cart at church.  “Please note that these figures are only 

through August. September stats are still being tabulated and we have October, November, and 

December to get through. 
 

   Households: 898 

   People within those households: 1,635 individuals 

   Meals: 34,296  

   Pounds of food distributed: approximately 50,400 pounds 
 

Food donations of 24,168 pounds as well as food purchases of 24,273 pounds needed to be 

taken up 27 steps (no elevator), then sorted and dated for future distribution. This makes a 

grand total of 48,441 pounds of canned and boxed food that has been moved up and down 

these 27 steps so far this year! In addition to these canned and boxed items the food bank also 

distributed:  

   1,050 pounds of ground beef 

   1,220 pounds of hot dogs 

   675 pounds of sliced cheese 

   925 dozen eggs 

   1,290 pounds of bread and baked goods 
 

What more can I say except “Thank you” for your donation to The Columbia Food Bank this 

month. These statistics reflect jut how important each and every donation is to us and to those 

we serve in Christ’s name. “For when I was hungry, you gave me to eat. When I was thirsty, you 

gave me to drink.”  You are in our hearts, thoughts, and prayers always! Winter is coming. 

Please keep us and those who depend on us in your prayers.  

 



Did You Know???? 
 

A Divorce Care Support Group meets on the 

second Tuesday of each month from 7-8 p.m. 

in our Hospitality Room. Ginny Hart, one of 

our church members who is also a profes-

sional counselor, offers her services as leader 

of the group.   

 

The Divorce Care Group is open to any per-

son who has gone through a divorce and has 

not remarried.  The group is not limited to 

church members. Please feel free to encour-

age friends or relatives who are currently 

going through a divorce or who are divorced 

to take advantage of this opportunity to give 

and receive support through this difficult 

transition in life. 

Adult Sunday School Features 
End-of-Life Issues 

 
After completing our Bible Study of the New 

Testament on November 5, Adult Sunday 

School will focus on preparing for the tail end 

of our lives during the remaining Sundays in 

November. Dave Fuchs will teach two lessons 

(11/12 and 11/19) on Dr. Atul Gawande's popu-

lar book, Being Mortal, in which he challenges 

us to reconsider how we might change our ap-

proach to medical care in our last years of life. 

Instead of prolonging life regardless of its 

quality, he suggests we focus on what we view 

as important and meaningful to us. On 

November 26 Elder Law Attorney Ann Martin 

from Gibble, Kraybill and Hess will inform us 

of some of legal issues we should consider as 

we approach the age where nursing homes 

could consume many of our assets.  
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Good Stewards in the Kitchen 
 

The divided and regular plates and bowls 

that the church uses in the kitchen are 

“Bagasse” sugarcane plates and bowls 

made from bamboo and sugarcane waste. 

Bagasee is environmentally friendly, bio-

degradable and compostable.  

 

What is bagasse? As the world's number 

one crop, sugar cane is one of the most 

readily available non-tree fibers.  

Bagasse is a by-product of the sugar-

making process and would otherwise just 

be trashed. By using “Bagasse” plates and 

bowls we are practicing good stewardship 

of our earth. 

 

These items are purchased from Greenline 

Paper Company located in York County. 

Greenline Paper is a member of Green 

America's National Green Pages and Chlo-

rine-Free Products Association. 

 



     Inside    
    Outreach 
    

 

Outreach Updates:  
   Past, Present, and Future 
 

Past: We began planning and buying for our Clean-Up buckets project in August. 

We assembled 15 buckets. In September we planned to do “many more” buckets due 

to hurricanes. We continued to gather supplies and organize for packing. The first 

week of October we finished with 75 more buckets! Your support, along 

with Penn Manor School District teachers, Hatfield COB, and the Ethiopian Tinsae 

Kristos Evangelical Church was indispensable in making this such a success! 

 

October was for socks, tees, and underwear for Lancaster County Council of 

Churches.  All items donated to LCCC from our Undie Sundays drive support their 

programs of helping people in need to be well dressed for work and school. We thank 

you for those donations as well. When we know how many items we have received 

we will make that known to you.   

 

Present: November brings us to our support of Brethren Housing Association in  

Harrisburg, and specifically, their Christmas Workshop. This program allows the 

people BHA is helping to purchase gifts for family at reduced prices. They are not 

just given gifts to give to family, but buy those donated items at reduced prices. It 

allows them shopping with dignity. We are told there is much joy for these people in 

being able to choose things they want to give, and pay for them. We must have 

them at church by Sunday, November 19. On Monday, November 20th Norman 

and Marian Bollinger will take them to Harrisburg. Thank you, Bollingers! 

 

Future: First, in December, we will move towards Christmas with our mitten 

tree in the narthex. It is to be filled with mittens, hats, and scarves. They will be 

given to the Columbia Food Bank for distribution to those needing these items to 

keep warm going to and from work, playing at recess, or traveling on errands 

throughout the winter. Please bring items for all ages. They may be purchased or 

hand made. We thank you! 
 

Second, on Christmas Eve, we will take a special offering. This year it will be 

going to the Lybrook Community Ministries and a Church of the Brethren School in 

Haiti. The choice of Lybrook Community Ministries is a direct result of our youth 

group’s mission trip experience in New Mexico this past summer. The school in Haiti 

provides free education to poor children in Haiti. Kayla and Ilexene Alphonse are 

the founders and directors. More information will be available about these projects 

in December.  
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 Mountville COB  September 2017  Offerings 

             For General Fund $  19,267.75    

             Continuing Our Vision $    3,847.78      

             Designated $    4,553.10           

Cindy Heisey, Larry Booz and Becky Fuchs 

represented Mountville Church of the Breth-

ren at the annual Atlantic Northeast District 

Conference held Saturday October 7th at 

Elizabethtown College’s Leffler Chapel. This 

year's conference theme was “Transformed 

Into His Image” from Romans 12:1-2. 

 

Love Simegn and Amanda 

Ritchey also attended the confer-

ence. As District Youth Cabinet 

reps, Love and Amanda both took 

active roles in the portion of the 

agenda devoted to youth. After 

registration, Amanda, Love, 

Cindy and Larry were pleased to 

enjoy continental breakfast with Pastor 

Carolina and other members of Un Nuevo 

Renacer. 

 

Conference Moderator Glenn Martin, con-

vened the body at 8:30 a.m. and coordinated 

the agenda consisting mainly of reports on 

behalf of district and denominational agen-

cies.  

 

The day's highlights included remarks from 

Interim District Executive Randy Yoder and 

newly appointed District Executive Pete 

Kontra, now senior pastor of Hempfield COB 

who will begin his official ANE duties effective 

January 1, 2018. 

 

Two huge highlights of the day specific to 

Mountville COB included videotaped testi-

mony of Pastor Becky describing the day last 

winter when God led Un Nuevo Renacer  

Fellowship to our door (WHOOSH!) and 

Amanda Ritchie's live testimony of 

her encounter with the Holy Spirit 

through her sudden illness and 

healing. 

 

Conference delegates unanimously 

adopted all conference reports with 

no discussion from the floor. After a 

break for lunch break and a two-hour after-

noon session, the moderator ended the busi-

ness portion of the day’s agenda at approxi-

mately 3:00 p.m. 

 

The conference concluded with a worship  

service during which Brother Musa Mambula 

preached a sermon titled, “Transformed Into 

the Mind of Christ” and choirs from West 

Green Tree and Florin churches sang an-

thems. During worship District Executive 

Yoder also recognized Pastor Allen Hansell 

posthumously for 50 years of service to the 

ministry. 
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District Conference Report 

Continuing Our Vision Update 
 

Mountville Church of the Brethren received COVT contributions of $14,057.78 from  

members and friends for the period of July 1 through September 30, 2017.  

As of October 1st, our debt stood at approximately $243,000. 



Flora Jean Beam 

6655 Red House Rd. 

Phenix, VA 23959 

434-208-0702 

Birthday:   Flora Jean   8/7 

   

Gretchen Brock 

Manorcare Health Services 

320 S. Market St. 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

Birthday: 5/5 

 

Ruth H. Bushong 

4 Conestoga Dr., Rm. 234 

Lititz, PA 17543     

717-560-4929    Birthday: 10/10 

 

Harold & Jo Ann Enders 

3203 Horizon Dr. 

Lancaster, PA 17601    

717-285-5238      Anniv: 2/11 

 Birthdays:  Harold 6/7 

                    Jo Ann  8/8 

Ray & Anna Ruth Enders 

375 Primrose Lane 

Mountville, PA 17554   

717-285-4289       Anniv: 12/23 

 Birthdays:   Ray   12/4 

  Anna Ruth   11/10 

 

Ethel Good 

3604 Horizon Dr. 

Lancaster, PA 17601    

717-285-3920      Birthday: 9/26 
 

Olive Kline 

203 Greenbriar Circle 

Lancaster, PA 17603    

717-397-5386      Birthday: 4/23 

 

Kathy Lenox 

Meadow View Rehab & Nursing 

9209 Ridge Pike 

Philadelphia, PA 19128 

 

 

 

Miriam Sampsel 

2401 McKee II 

551 Free Mason Dr. 

Elizabethtown PA 17022 

717-361-5601    Birthday: 10/19 

 

Gene & Barbara Swords 

151 Fairview Dr., Apt. 238  

Lititz, PA 17543   

717-560-0345     Anniv: 8/26 

  Birthdays:    Gene        10/25 

                        Barbara    1/31 

 

Margie Trimble 

1728 N Second St.  

Harrisburg, PA 17102 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

� Please remember these persons in your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits.  

November Birthday Blessings & Anniversary Wishes 

-7- 

Happy Anniversary to: 

The Health Ministry Team is providing this list of 
Members and Friends who are unable to attend church regularly. 

Please contact the church office if your  

birthday or Anniversary  was missed.  

Thank you.          

Birthday Blessings to: 

  3  Don & Ruth Boshnaugle 

19  John & Gloria Hess 

21 John & Julie Ament 

 

1   Pete Musser 

4   Louise Graham 

     Ron Shenk 

5   Jacob Thomas 

6   Kirsten Hart 

10 Floyd Bantz 

     Anna Ruth Enders 

     Valerie Schulz 

10  Sue Thompson 

12 John Musser 

16 Joan Boshnaugle 

17 Carol Field 

20 Don Aument 

     Forrest Collier 

     Tom Ritchie 

30 Michelle Field 



 

NOVEMBER SERVERS 
 

                Ushers   Worship Leaders   Acolytes 

 Jerry Bushong       5 - Nancy Hess      5 -  

 Dave Fuchs   12 - Jr. High Youth  12 - Catherine Repkoe 

 Jeff Harmes   19 - Larry Booz  19 - Claudia Ebersole  

 Daryl Strine   26 - Amanda Ritchie 26 - Indy Ebersole   

          

    Children’s Ministry 

   5 - Betsy Thomas, A J Taylor, Joan Boshnaugle, Love Simegn                                      

           12 - Kitty Collier, Valerie  Geist, Carey Taylor, A J Taylor 

           19 - Margie Musser, Sue Beiler, Amy Sensenig, Joel Sensenig 

  26 - Betsy Thomas, Carolyn Berrier, Lisa Boshnaugle, Love Simegn 
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Address Service Requested 
Dated Material Enclosed 

Deadline for the December 2017 New Vision articles is Sunday, November 12, 2017. 

        Nov. 19: Stewardship Commitment Sunday 

        Dec. 3: Advent begins 

    Community Christmas Carol Sing  

                 with the Bainbridge Band; 2:30 p.m. 

         Dec. 10: All Church Christmas Caroling 

         Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD  


