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All are invited to participate in our Adult and 
Children’s Sunday School Classes at 9:00 
a.m. and Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service begins at 10:15 a.m.   
Nursery is available for younger children.  

 

Our Staff: 
  Becky Fuchs – Pastor 
  Naomi Kraenbring –  Student Pastor   
  John Hess – Director of Music 
  Gloria Hess – Organist 
  Amy Sensenig – Puppet Ministry       
  Jackie Sands – Secretary 
  George Schwert – Custodian  

 

Mountville Church of the Brethren is 
located at the corner of College, Hoover, & 
Clay Streets in Mountville, PA. If you have 
further questions  regarding the Mountville 
Church, please feel free to call the church 
office at  717-285-5122 or 717-285-7424. 
 

www.mountvillecob.org 

 Mountvi l le  Church o f  the Brethren 

 

Feel the Heat!! 
 

The kitchens are fired up to create delectable 

desserts for the 5th Annual Youth Group  

Dessert Auction on Sunday, January 29. The  

silent auction will take place during a covered-

dish luncheon after worship. Our Deacons are 

sponsoring the meal and request that each  

family unit bring one hot or cold dish to share. 

Hot dishes should be fully cooked and warmed.  

Our kitchen crew will keep things warm, but are 

not able to actually cook or bake your food.  

 

During our meal, an assortment of delicious 

desserts and home-made goodies will be on  

display. Desserts will be made by our youth 

with the assistance of parents and mentors. 

You can bid on your favorite food item or items 

as often as you like during the bidding period. 

Proceeds from the Dessert Auction will be used 

to send our junior and senior high youth to a 

service and learning trip at the Diné (Navajo) 

Reservation in New Mexico.  (see article on page 3   

for details.) 
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 you came 

  not for homilies 

  and meditations (however 

     perfectly polished) 

 

  but so we 

       might stammer 

  the good news 

    that our lives of service 

    and humility 

       speak louder  

                than any words; 

 

 you came 

         not so we 

                    would 

    isolate ourselves 

  with parties and 

   pageants,  

        but so we 

  might enact 

          the mystery 

    of your coming, 

      with deeds of 

            justice and 

      peace 

  for every 

  one. 

 

     As this new year begins and transitions 

happen in our government, I propose that 

we all remember why Jesus came. I propose 

that we link arms and do our very, very best 

to follow the example of Jesus and show his 

love and compassion to every one.   

 
Shuman, Thom M. Footsteps in the Dust. Shuman, 

2015. 36-37. 

     As I write this column, we are in the 

middle of Advent. We’re still waiting pa-

tiently for the Messiah to be born once 

again in our lives and our world. And we’re 

also right in the middle of a transition in 

leadership in our nation. I have talked with 

many of you who are worried about the fu-

ture. Others are confident that new leader-

ship is what is best for our nation. And I’ve 

heard that harsh words have been spoken 

at family dinner tables, the parking lot at 

church, and in conversations with friends.   

     I’d like to propose a way through all 

these differences. I’d like to suggest that as 

we turn the page on the calendar and begin 

a new year, we join hands and focus on our 

shared belief in Jesus Christ. That same  

Jesus Christ who told us to love one an-

other, forgive one another, love our 

neighbors, love our enemies and care for the 

poor, the lonely, the sick, the hungry, the 

thirsty and the prisoner. 

     I’d like to propose that we remember 

why God became one of us in the form of the 

babe in the manger. Thom Shuman  

expresses it this way in his poem one: 

 

 you came, 

  not for carols  

   sung by candlelight 

  but so we 

   could hear the 

   broken lullabies  

  of parents who  

  work a double shift 

   while their children 

   are asleep; 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
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 Bits ‘n Pieces 
 

Many, many thanks to the folks who so beautifully decorated our church for the Christmas sea-

son and prepared our sanctuary for worship each Sunday and on Christmas Eve. And many 

thanks to all those who assisted with worship by playing instruments, acting in dramas, sing-

ing, leading worship, and ushering during Advent, on Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day. 

 

To my Mountville Church of the Brethren, It’s been quite a journey! Wound to left hip had me in 

the hospital September 7-15. I fell and broke my right hip September 28. Then at the nursing 

home October 2 – November 17. Back to the hospital with pneumonia November 27. Thank you 

for all your prayers, many cards, meals, concerns and Pastor Becky’s visits. I’m so very, very 

thankful for all you’ve done for me and Bill. In Christian Love, Jean Carlin 

 

Thank you for the prayers, cards and condolences which were received upon the death of Step-

mother, Florence Light. The Harry Light Family 

 

Thanks to all who sent me a shower of cards for my birthday.  - Joan Pontius 

 

Isn’t it the most marvelous of seasons ……. where you can not only count your blessings; but 

also feel so good sharing them with the less fortunate. Thanks-for-giving $600 plus much 

needed food supplies to The Columbia Food Bank. Danielle Peters, Director 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, It was very nice to be with you for Sunday School and worship in  

November. I appreciated the interest in the topics of the morning, and the many affirmations of 

the ministry of New Community Project — the feelings are mutual. I also very much enjoyed 

the time with the youth following worship—thanks to their leaders for arranging this and to the 

youth for attending (even if just for the pizza and ice cream . . .   ). NCP is very grateful for your 

setting aside a month to focus on and contribute to our work—this kind of interest and support 

are crucial to our efforts.  Blessings and peace till we meet again, David Radcliff 

New Mexico, Here We Come!!!! 
 

After preaching in our worship service on November 13, David Radcliff enjoyed a pizza 

lunch with our youth. During that meeting, David told them about a service and learn-

ing tour he is offering from July 9-16 to the Diné (Navaho) Reservation in New Mexico, 

where the Church of the Brethren’s Lybrook Mission is located. Our youth were inspired 

by David’s message and his passion for “turning the world upside down.”  And they  

became very enthusiastic about going to New Mexico. Leadership Team has given their 

support to this plan which will cost a bit more than our usual work camp experiences.   

 

We are estimating that the total cost of the trip will be in the 

range of $700 per person. But with careful budgeting and an 

extra fundraiser or two, the youth will be able to raise the 

money for what will be a life-changing experience. Thanks in 

advance for your encouragement of this very special opportu-

nity and for your generous support of the youth program 

through our general budget. 



     After a holiday from Sunday School on 

New Year’s Day, our Adult program will be 

an in depth Bible Study of the Book of  

Genesis. Old Testament scholar Peter Enns, 

currently on faculty at Eastern University in 

St. Davids, PA, will be featured on video to 

stimulate discussion and understanding of 

God’s message told through the stories of 

Adam and Eve and their descendants. All 

are welcome to join us in the Seekers Room 

at 9:00 AM! 

     Inquirer’s Classes for persons who would 

like to explore their faith and become better  

acquainted with the Mountville Church of the 

Brethren will begin in mid-January. This class 

will be helpful to anyone who is considering 

membership in our congregation or who has 

recently joined the congregation and would 

like to know more about this church. There 

will be four class sessions held at a time that 

is convenient for all members of the group.   

Participation in the class is not a commitment 

to church membership, but rather a chance to 

get to know some other people who attend 

worship here and to grow in faith.  If you are 

interested in learning more about this  

Inquirer’s Class please speak with Becky 

Fuchs. 

     Mountville COB November 2016 Offerings 

             For General Fund $  17,942.31    

             Continuing Our Vision $  18,952.00    

             Designated $    1,447.10          

Adult Sunday School Features 
“Invitation to Genesis” 

Cancellation Policy in Winter Weather 
 

The cold winds of winter are upon us which means, snow and ice could be right around the  

corner. In the event that bad weather necessitates a cancellation of activities or worship  

services, these are the ways you will be notified: 
 

 �    A phone call from a Deacon or other member of our congregation. 

� Mountville Church of the Brethren website. 

� Facebook notice. 
 

Cancellation notices will be posted no later than 8:00 a.m. If you are unable to 

access any of these methods, please call Becky Fuchs, Jerry Bushong, Tom 

Musser, or Larry Booz. 
 

Decisions to cancel are made jointly by the Chair of Stewards, Jerry Bushong; 

the Moderator, Forrest Collier; the Leadership Team Chair, Larry Booz; and the 

Pastor. The decision is made after carefully considering the weather forecast and 

the condition of the roads in Mountville and our parking lot. 

 

-4- 

Inquiring Minds and Hearts  
Want to Know 
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Deadlines 
 

New Vision articles are due in the church office the 2nd Sunday of the month. Articles received 

after the deadline will be put in the following month's newsletter. 
 

Bulletin announcements are due in the church office Wednesdays by 2:00 p.m. Announcements 

received after 2:00 p.m. will be included in the following week's bulletin. 
 

It would very much be appreciated if bulletin and newsletter announcements would be emailed 

or written and dropped off in box # 174.  

 
Church Key Fobs 
 

In 2012 key fobs were distributed to church members/friends who desired to enter the church 

building other than during office hours. If you have never had a key fob and would like one, stop 

by, or give the church office a call and Jackie will see that you receive an activated fob. If you 

had a fob and no longer need it, please drop it off in the church office or mailbox # 174. The cost 

for a replacement fob is $5. Please contact the church office with any questions. Thank you. 

 
Room Reservations 
 

If you would like to reserve the fellowship hall, kitchen or a class room for an event or a meet-

ing, please call the church office to see if your date and room are available. Jackie will then give 

you a Building Use Form to fill out and return to the church office. Thank you for helping to 

keep the church calendar accurate. 

 
Church Table and Chair Loan Policy 
 

Church members are allowed to borrow a maximum of 4 tables and chairs as needed. They are 

to be returned a.s.a.p. or within 4 days after pick-up. We ask that the tables be cleaned before  

returning and notify Jackie if there is any damage. Please call the church office to check on 

availability and to reserve the tables / chairs you need.  

 
Flowers for the Worship Center 
 

If you would like to place flowers in the worship center in memory or in honor of someone, 

please see the flower chart located in the hallway by the kitchen. There you may sign up for 

your special date and write what you would like put in the bulletin. Orders are placed monthly 

with Royer’s Flowers about 1 week prior to the upcoming month. You will receive a bill directly 

from Royer’s Flowers for your 2 vases which cost $35. You may call Royer’s directly to place a 

special request. You may also choose a different florist. Please contact the church office if you 

plan to use a different florist so you won’t be billed twice. Thank you. 

 

 

A Few Reminders  

for 2017! 



Merlin & Flora Jean Beam 

6655 Red House Rd. 

Phenix, VA 23959 

434-239-0089 

  Birthdays:  Merlin          2/6 

                     Flora Jean   8/7 

  Anniversary:                 10/9 

 

Janet Booz 

3001 Lititz Pike 

Lancaster, PA 17606   581-4059 

 

Gretchen Brock 

Manorcare Health Services 

320 S. Market St. 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

Birthday: 5/5 

 

Ruth H. Bushong 

3001 Lititz Pike 

Lancaster, PA 17606   560-4929  

Birthday: 10/10 

Harold & Jo Ann Enders 

3203 Horizon Dr. 

Lancaster, PA 17601   285-5238 

 Birthdays:  Harold 6/7 

                    Jo Ann  8/8 

  Anniversary:                    2/11 

 

Ray & Anna Ruth Enders 

375 Primrose Lane 

Mountville, PA 17554  285-4289 

 Birthdays:   Ray   12/4 

  Anna Ruth   11/10 

 Anniversary:            12/23 

 

Ethel Good 

3604 Horizon Dr. 

Lancaster, PA 17601   285-3920          

Birthday: 9/26 
 

Olive Kline 

203 Greenbriar Circle 

Lancaster, PA 17603   397-5386 

 

Betty Mowrer 

Hamilton Arms Center 

336 South West End Ave. 

Lancaster, PA 17603 

Birthday 6/3 

 

Miriam Sampsel 

2401 McKee II 

551 Free Mason Dr. 

Elizabethtown PA 17022 

361-5601       Birthday: 10/19 

 

Gene & Barbara Swords 

3001 Lititz Pike,  

Lancaster, PA 17606   560-0345 

  Birthdays:    Gene        10/25 

                        Barbara    1/31 

  Anniversary:                  8/26 
 
 
 
 
 

� Please remember these persons in your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits.  
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The Health Ministry Team is providing this list of 
Members and Friends who are unable to attend church regularly. 

Please contact the church office  

if your  birthday or anniversary  

                          was missed.  Thank you.          

2  Tom Musser     

6  Ruthie Bushong 

7  Alan Over 

9  Nicole Rohrer 

10 Joyce Kerns 

13 Harry Light 

14  Julie Ament 

15 Corey Eberly 

17  Joyce Williams 

16  Geoff Hess 

20  Glenn Bushong 

21  Chaz Harmes 

      Jesse Musser 

28  Matthew Berrier 

31  Barbara Swords 

 

January Birthday Blessings to: 

Photos 
Needed! 

 

Do you like to take 

photos at church 

events with your camera or phone? If 

so, please email them to the church 

office! We have a lot of ways to use 

church family photos and are always 

looking for more!  Email them to 

mtvillecob@juno.com or drop off a cd 

in the church mailbox #174. 
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JANUARY SERVERS 
 

                Ushers   Worship Leaders   Acolytes 

 Jeff Harmes        1 - Larry Booz    1 -  

 Joel Musser     8 - Lois Silver    8  - Marilyn Geist 

 John Musser   15 - Dottie Light  15 - Indy Ebersole 

 Tom Musser   22 - Linda Bushong 22 - Claudia Ebersole 

     29 - John Graham  29 - Alexa Taylor  

    Children’s Ministry 

   1 -                                             , Joan Boshnaugle 

             8 -                                             , Carey Taylor, Alexa Taylor    

 15 -                                             , Amy Sensenig, A J Taylor 

 22 -                                             , Lisa Boshnaugle, Love Simegn 

           29 -                                             , Amy Sensenig, Amanda Ritchie 

  



Address Service Requested 
Dated Material Enclosed 

Deadline for the February 2017 New Vision articles is Sunday, January 8, 2017. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD  
 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 - Youth Dessert Auction 

 

Sunday, February 26 - Youth Fundraiser Luncheon 

                                         - Congregational Forum 

 

      Sunday, March 5 - First Sunday in Lent, Communion 

 


