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All are invited to Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:15 a.m.
Nursery is available for younger children.
Our Staff:
Becky Fuchs – Pastor
John Hess – Director of Music
Gloria Hess – Organist
Amy Sensenig – Puppet Ministry
Jackie Sands – Secretary
George Schwert – Custodian
Mountville Church of the Brethren is
located at the corner of College, Hoover, &
Clay Streets in Mountville, PA. If you have
further questions regarding the Mountville
Church, please feel free to call the church
office at 717-285-5122 or 717-285-7424.

This Christmas season we gave thought to how we might
celebrate Christmas in a way that honors Jesus. During
Advent, we invited everyone to consider offering a birthday
gift to Jesus on Christmas Eve. You were very generous gift
givers. The birthday gifts for Jesus totaled $7,000.
These gifts will be sent to help children who live in some of
the poorest countries in our world get an education. Half of our
offering will go to New Covenant School in Haiti, a Christian
school started by Michaela and Ilexene Alphonse, Church of
the Brethren pastors in Miami, FL. Our gift will enable them
to do some building improvements and provide tuition for
many students. Without the school, these children would wander the streets during the day and have no hope for a future.
When Ilexene was informed of the gift that would be given to
New Covenant School, he responded via email with these
words: "Praise the Lord! Thank you so very much! I don't have
enough words to thank you but God will bless you and your
Church for this generous gift to the children of Haiti. When
you do to the least you do it to Christ! We really appreciate it."
The other half of our offering will be given to New
Community Project to support the education of girls in South
Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Without the
scholarships our gift will provide, these girls would likely become mothers at age 14 and live in poverty for the rest of their
lives. With an education they can become trained in skills like
nursing or midwifery and not only help their communities, but
provide for themselves and their families.
Thank you for allowing the Spirit of Christ to inspire you
this Christmas season and for your generous support of these
organizations.

Inside
Outreach
Here Is A Look At The Next Two Months
February and March Attention Turns To Our Coming Projects
February: Church World Service Blankets/Tools CWS Project
This month you have another opportunity to participate in supporting Church World Service
Blankets/Tools. On February 4 our puppets will help to introduce this project, along with information you will find in your bulletin. On February 11th, more information will be available
and this special offering will be taken. Envelopes for your donation will be in your bulletin.
We know many of you are familiar with this project. Outreach asks that you consider supporting it, either again this year, or for the first time.

March Hygiene Kits Needed: Monetary Donations For Supplies and Then
Willing Hands To Assemble Those Kits
Through the month of March we will be asking for your donations to our kits fund. This is to
offset the cost of the supplies. The packing date for those Hygiene Kits will be on
Sunday, March 25, just after worship. Some of you are experienced people who do this every
time. But we welcome any who have never done this. It is a quick project that has rewards you
will find when you come to fellowship hall. And if you are new, we can train you on one of the
jobs in about 30 seconds! Thanks for considering.

COVT Campaign Successfully Reduces Capital Debt
In December of 2017, the Mountville congregation ended its highly successful three-year
COVT campaign with a bang! Of the original $1.2 million price tag for renovations (new
restrooms, offices, elevator, portico, etc.) we’ve now paid down about 84% of the cost.
By mid-January, with all funds received and deposited, capital debt stood at approximately
$188,000 representing a reduction of roughly $109,000 for 2017.
The final quarter, Oct. 1 to Dec. 31 of 2017, yielded contributions totaling over $60,000. For
the entire year members and friends contributed over $154,000.
Strong, consistent giving has made the remaining debt more manageable in that an ever
increasing percentage of monthly payments goes to principle-reduction versus loan interest.
The next and final phase of debt-reduction is underway as Mountville members and friends
continue pledging and giving generously. You can monitor our declining debt status month-bymonth by keeping an eye on the two charts in the upper narthex: one on the wall above the
water fountain and the other just outside the door to the kitchen.
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Welcome to Our New Member
We welcomed new member, Dan Bare, to our congregation on
December 10. Dan lives in the Briar Crest apartments on
Marietta Avenue with his wife, Claudia. Dan has two children,
Daniel Leigh and Candy. Dan has been attending our church for
a couple years and attended our Inquirers Class about two years
ago. Dan has worshiped in the Presbyterian and Episcopalian
churches and visited many churches before he decided to make
Mountville CoB his church home.
Dan is an accomplished artist and taught art at Manheim
Township for 38 years. In his spare time he has enjoyed creating
historical research paintings. His work is water-color based with
mixed media. Currently Dan spends time making personality
profile designs which capture the family, hobbies, and life histoDan Bare
ry of individuals. To date, he has completed over 130 of these
profiles for friends, family, and church members.
Dan is an accomplished tennis player. He coached tennis at Manheim Township High School
for 55 years and was the tennis pro at a number of local tennis clubs. Dan also enjoys playing
bridge and is part of a bridge club that meets weekly.
We welcome Dan to our family of faith!

Thank You Girl Scouts!
Girl Scout Troop 70106, who meets in the
fellowship hall on Thursday evenings,
contributed several hats, mittens and
scarves to our Mitten Tree at there
December 14, 2017 meeting. “There
were a few girls missing from the meeting but here is a picture of what we
collected that we put into the basket
beside the tree. It was such a great cause
to contribute to!” - Karen Shreiner

Mountville COB Dec. 2017

Offerings

For General Fund

$ 23,298.80

Continuing Our Vision

$ 31,327.00

Designated

$ 11,061.50
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Bits ’n Pieces
We extend our sympathy and offer our prayers of comfort to the family of Jean Carlin who
died on December 23. A memorial service for Jean will be held in our sanctuary on March 10
at 11:00 a.m.
After we delivered our graduation gifts to Shannon Barto late last fall we received this
message: I appreciate the graduation card and gifts you have all given me! I will bring that
pen to work with me!! I hope you had an awesome holiday! Thank you again, Shannon Barto
Dave and I are very grateful for your many Christmas greetings and gifts and your expressions of support as Dave transitions into retirement. We feel abundantly blessed by this
congregation and are grateful to be part of our church family. - Becky Fuchs
Thank you Church of the Brethren so much for the wonderful Christmas Dinner and Puppet
Show! Our residents always look forward to this outing! Sincerely, Amanda & Dodie, Hershey
Mill Home

Here is a portion of a thank you note recently received from recipients of our benevolent
outreach:
From Crystal Brown, Executive Director of Brethren Housing Association in Harrisburg. This is regarding our congregation’s response to their Christmas Workshop
project in December. This letter is on the bulletin board at church, because there
are photos of the event in the letter. “Thank you for your generous donation to the
Christmas Workshop. This was the 5th year of BHA partnering with Living Water Church in
Harrisburg to give the gift of dignity. Your donations provided 29 children with Christmas
gifts. Moms shopped and selected the items they knew their children would like. After shopping, they wrapped the gifts and took them home to hide until Christmas. The Workshop
allows moms to maintain their dignity and give their children Christmas. We would not be
able to do this each year with out your contributions Thank you for sharing Christ’s love and
giving hope to the families at BHA. Merry Christmas!!!!”
Change of Address & Phone Numbers
Mike & Lindsay Long
2101 Windsor Dr.
Landisville, PA 17538
Mike:
c: 717-201-6897
Lindsay: c: 717-368-6113

Kathy Long: c: 717-475-3856
Jim Long:
c: 717-299-2068
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Cancellation Policy in
Winter Weather
In the event that bad weather necessitates a cancellation of activities or worship services, these are the
ways you will be notified:
* A phone call from a Deacon or other member
of our congregation.
* Mountville Church of the Brethren website
* Facebook notice.
Cancellation notices will be posted no later than
8:00 a.m. If you are unable to access any of these
methods, please call Becky Fuchs, Jerry Bushong, or
Nancy Hess.
Decisions to cancel are made jointly
by the Chair of Stewards, Jerry
Bushong; the Leadership Team Chair,
Nancy Hess; and the Pastor. The decision is made after carefully considering
the weather forecast and the condition of
the roads in Mountville and our parking
lot.
It is our hope that all persons will
give priority to their health and safety when making a
decision about traveling to church activities and worship services when the weather and road conditions
are not optimal.

Health Ministry Corner:

Adult Sunday School:
Spirituality and Healing
Plus Understanding
Creeds
February 4 will feature guest
speaker Rhonda Myers from the
Samaritan Center, who will
speak on "Emotional Wellness."
Dave Fuchs will continue the
Spirituality and Healing series
on February 11 and 18 with the
topics "Miracles in Medicine"
and "Utilizing Prayer for Healing and Well-being." February
25 we will begin our Lenten
series, "Creed," featuring Adam
Hamilton on video. We will learn
about the various statements of
faith made by religious leaders
and relate them to how we as
Brethren are "non-Creedal."

Preventing Slips and Falls in Winter Weather

Many older people who have experienced a fall, lose their self confidence and become fearful
of leaving the house and then go out less. This leads to inactivity and loss of
muscle strength and balance, and actually increases the risk of falling.
The National Council on Aging suggests some ways to help prevent falls
when going out in winter weather. Wearing shoes with traction; concentrating
on the path ahead; taking small, slower steps with your hands out of your
pockets will help your balance. When entering and exiting a car, holding on to
the car will give you stability. And watch out for slippery floors when entering
buildings, and black ice on blacktop surfaces, especially after melting has
occurred!
You can’t change the weather, but you can change your actions!
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February Birthday Blessings & Anniversary Wishes
Birthday Blessings to:
1 Linda Ott Gerber

Happy Anniversary to:

13 Valerie Geist

Lynn Landis

Devin Ritchie

11 Harold & Jo Ann Enders
14 Jeff & Sophie Harmes

Beth Hess

2 Bob Keller
3 Bertha Finkbiner

14 Ryan O’Day

Edna McDonald

15 David Kerns

8 Suzanne Over

18 Dean Berrier

10 Lewis Powell

21 John Ament

11 Sophia Hart

27 Becky Fuchs

12 Fikir Simegn
(Love)

Please contact the church office if your
birthday or Anniversary was missed.
Thank you.

Dottie Light

The Health Ministry Team is providing this list of
Members and Friends who are unable to attend church regularly.
Flora Jean Beam
6655 Red House Rd.
Phenix, VA 23959
434-208-0702
Birthday: Flora Jean 8/7

Ray & Anna Ruth Enders
375 Primrose Lane
Mountville, PA 17554
717-285-4289
Anniv: 12/28
Birthdays: Ray
12/4
Anna Ruth 11/10

Gretchen Brock
Manorcare Health Services
320 S. Market St.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Birthday:
5/5

Gene & Barbara Swords
Ethel Good
151 Fairview Dr., Apt. 238
Signature Living
Lititz, PA 17543
31 Millersville Rd.
717-560-0345 Anniv: 8/26
Lancaster, PA 17603
Birthdays: Gene
10/25
717-208-8696
Birthday: 9/26
Barbara 1/31

Miriam Sampsel
2401 McKee II
551 Free Mason Dr.
Elizabethtown PA 17022
717-361-5601 Birthday: 10/19

Ruth H. Bushong
Olive Kline
4 Conestoga Dr., Rm. 234
Margie Trimble
Evergreen Estates
Lititz, PA 17543
717-560-4929 Birthday: 10/10 1300 E. King St. C-23
Lancaster, PA 17602
717-397-5386
Birthday: 4/23
Harold & Jo Ann Enders
3203 Horizon Dr.
Kathy Lenox
Lancaster, PA 17601
Meadow View Rehab & Nursing
717-285-5238
Anniv: 2/11
9209 Ridge Pike
Birthdays: Harold
6/7
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Jo Ann
8/8
Please remember these persons in your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits.
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FEBRUARY SERVERS
Ushers
Normal Bollinger

Worship Leaders
4 - Becky Fuchs

Acolytes
4 - Indy Ebersole

Jerry Bushong

11 - John Graham

11 - Alex Wolford

Harry Light

18 - Lois Silver

18 - Claudia Ebersole

Johnathan Thompson

25 - Steve Hess

25 -

Children’s Ministry
4 - Joyce Kerns, A J Taylor, Joan Boshnaugle, A J Taylor
11 - Kitty Collier, Lisa Boshnaugle, Carey Taylor, Amanda Ritchie
18 - Betsy Thomas, Sue Beiler, Amy Sensenig, Joel Sensenig
25 - Margie Musser, Nancy Hess, Lisa Boshnaugle, Love Simegn
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LOOKING AHEAD
Jan. 28: Youth Dessert Auction, following
covered-dish luncheon
March 4: Youth Fundraiser Luncheon
Congregational Forum

Deadline for the March 2018 New Vision articles is Sunday, February 11, 2018.
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