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Adult Sunday School Features
“Invitation to Genesis”
During February our Adult Sunday School
class will continue their in-depth Bible Study of
the Book of Genesis. Old Testament scholar Peter
Enns, currently on faculty at Eastern University
in St. Davids, PA, will be featured on video to
stimulate discussion and understanding of God’s
message told through the stories of Adam and
Eve and their descendants. All are welcome to
join us in the room 102 at 9:00 AM!

Fun and Games For All Ages
The youth group invites you to join them for an
afternoon of table games and activities on February 12 from 3-5 p.m. Following a time of fun and
games we will enjoy a light supper together.

All are invited to participate in our Adult and
Children’s Sunday School Classes at 9:00
a.m. and Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service begins at 10:15 a.m.
Nursery is available for younger children.
Our Staff:
Becky Fuchs – Pastor
Naomi Kraenbring – Student Pastor
John Hess – Director of Music
Gloria Hess – Organist
Amy Sensenig – Puppet Ministry
Jackie Sands – Secretary
George Schwert – Custodian
Mountville Church of the Brethren is
located at the corner of College, Hoover, &
Clay Streets in Mountville, PA. If you have
further questions regarding the Mountville
Church, please feel free to call the church
office at 717-285-5122 or 717-285-7424.

Folks of all ages are encouraged to participate.
We will have assorted games appropriate for
children through age 100! We hope this time of
fun and games, laughter and conversation will
help those of us in different generations get to
know each other a bit better.

Pastor’s Ponderings
Traditional

Modern Version

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth,
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

Our Father, you are in heaven
Hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom
and the power and the glory
belong to you forever. Amen.

Occasionally I get questions about our use of the Lord’s Prayer in worship. We include the
Lord’s Prayer in worship about once a month. We began printing the Lord’s Prayer in the bulletin over six years ago, when I became aware that a number of Christians never memorized the
Lord’s Prayer. So some folks who worshiped with us felt left out because we were saying a
prayer they could not recite by memory. These guests in our worship services had become Christians later in life and the churches they attended did not regularly recite the Lords’ Prayer. And
since these newer Christians had not attended Sunday School as children, they had never been
encouraged to memorize it. So we began printing the words to the Lord’s Prayer in the bulletin
so that everyone is fully able to participate in worship,.
In the 1980’s several Protestant denominations met and decided to modernize the language
of the Lord’s Prayer for use in their worship services. If you compare the traditional prayer
printed above with the modern version we use in our worship, you will see that the words “thy”
and “art” have been replaced with “you” and “are,” words we more commonly use when we
speak. Some of you may have memorized the prayer with the word trespass, but the Church of
the Brethren has more often chosen to use the word debt/debtor in its place. And you will notice
the final sentence of the prayer has been reworded to eliminate the use of the word “thine.”
When our Children’s Worship program began, we learned that many professionals in the
field of children’s faith development were recommending the use of the more modern version of
the prayer. So we decided to have our children learn the version that does not use “art” and
“thy” words the children had likely ever heard and would never use. When it came time to
choose a version of the prayer for our congregation to say together, we decided to use the version
of the Lord’s Prayer our children are learning in Children’s Worship. On Sundays when we say
the Lord’s Prayer in the sanctuary, the children are praying the very same words in their worship service. And when they reach the age when they regularly join us in the sanctuary, they
are able to fully participate with us in worship.
There are so many versions and translations of the Lord’s Prayer. The important thing to remember, however, is that whether we say “thy” or “your”, “art” or “are”, “trespass” or “debt” the
meaning is the same and we are obeying Jesus’ teaching to use this prayer when we pray.
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Bits ‘n Pieces
Congratulations to Jesse and Kaitlin Musser on the birth of their daughter, Kennedy Rose, on
January 3, 2017. Tom and Margie Musser are the proud and happy grandparents.
New Email Address: nancy.h.hess@gmail.com
We extend our sincere sympathy to Sam and Carol Field and family following the death of
Sam's father, Arthur, on January 6, 2017.

Joyous Songs Resounded
Over 35 children, youth and adults gathered on the
beautiful evening of December 11 to go Christmas
caroling to friends and members of our congregation at
Brethren Village, Hershey Mill, and at many of their
homes. After they sang until they could sing no more,
the group enjoyed hot chocolate, cookies, and other
yummy treats at the home of Becky and Dave Fuchs.
Those who caroled will tell you that they received a
gift of far more magnitude than the gift of time they
gave. Everyone is welcome to join us next year as we
fill the halls and driveways of our brothers and sisters
in faith with songs of great joy!

Generous Birthday Gifts for Jesus

Youth
Dessert Auction
Sunday,
January 29, 2017
following Worship!

This Christmas season we gave thought to the ways in which
we could celebrate Christmas in a way that honors Jesus. During
Advent, we invited everyone to consider offering a birthday gift to
Jesus on Christmas Eve. You were generous givers. The birthday
gifts for Jesus totaled just over $8,000.
These gifts will be sent to help some of those who are in need in
our world. Half of your gifts are being used to rebuild churches in
Nigeria that were destroyed by the terrorist group, Boko Haram.
In Nigeria the church is the center of the community and provides
a sense of stability to the people. So rebuilding churches gives hope
to our Nigerian brothers and sisters for a better future. The second
half of your gifts to Jesus have been sent to aid folks in Haiti who
lost homes, livestock, and crops in Hurricane Matthew. Because of
all the flooding, water-born diseases are also rampant. The money
has been given to Brethren Disaster Services and will be used in
areas of the greatest need. Thank you for your openness to the
Spirit moving among us and for your generous gifts to Jesus and
the people for whom he has asked us to serve.
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Peace: The Next Generation
The grandson of Mohandas Gandhi, Arun
Gandhi, will speak on May 4 at the Spooky
Nook Event Center. The topic is Peace: The
Next Generation.
The event is sponsored by the Lancasterbased Center for Community Peacemaking
and Conflict Resolution Services. Tickets will
go on sale on February 1 and cost $50. A
table for eight may be purchased for $350.
Tickets can be purchased at the Center for
Community Peacemaking and Conflict Resolution Services at 53 N. Duke Street or
through aroundthetable.org. If you are interested in attending, please contact Larry Booz
or Becky Fuchs so they can arrange for
group seating.

Continuing Our Vision
Together Update
Mountville Church of the Brethren received
COVT contributions totaling $42,668 from
members and friends for the period of October
1, 2016 through December 31, 2016. This
faithful, steady giving of our congregation has
reduced our total obligation to less than
one-fourth of the original 1.2 million dollar
debt! As of the end of 2016, our debt stood at
approximately $297,000. This number represents $114,000 in principal reduction during
2016. You can stay up-to-date with our declining debt status month-by-month with the
COVT chart on the wall above the water fountain in the upper narthex.

Mountville COB December 2016 Offerings
For General Fund

$ 19,357.70

Continuing Our Vision

$ 6,569.00

Designated

$ 9,137.55

Cancellation Policy in Winter Weather
In the event that bad weather necessitates a cancellation of activities or worship services, these are the ways
you will be notified:
A phone call from a Deacon or other member of our congregation.
Mountville Church of the Brethren website.
Facebook notice.
Cancellation notices will be posted no later than 8:00 a.m. If you are unable to access any of these methods,
please call Becky Fuchs, Jerry Bushong, Tom Musser, or Larry Booz.
Decisions to cancel are made jointly by the Chair of Stewards, Jerry Bushong; the Moderator, Forrest Collier; the Leadership Team Chair, Larry Booz; and the Pastor. The decision
is made after carefully considering the weather forecast and the condition of the roads in
Mountville and our parking lot.
It is our hope that all persons will give priority to their health and safety when making a
decision about traveling to church activities and worship services when the weather and road
conditions are not optimal.
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February Birthday Blessings & Anniversary Wishes
Birthday Blessings to:

Happy Anniversary to:

1 Linda Ott

11 Harold & Jo Ann Enders
14 Jeff & Sophie Harmes

13 Devin Ritchie

Lynn Landis

Beth Hess

2 Bob Keller

14 Ryan O’Day

3 Bertha Finkbiner

15 David Kerns

Edna McDonald

17 Ed Lentz III

6 Merlin Beam

18 Dean Berrier

8 Suzanne Over

21 John Ament

10 Lewis Powell

27 Becky Fuchs

11 Sophia Hart

Please contact the church office
if your birthday or anniversary
was missed. Thank you.

Dottie Light

12 Fikir Simegn (Love)

The Health Ministry Team is providing this list of
Members and Friends who are unable to attend church regularly.
Merlin & Flora Jean Beam
6655 Red House Rd.
Phenix, VA 23959
434-239-0089
Birthdays: Merlin
2/6
Flora Jean 8/7
Anniversary:
10/9

Harold & Jo Ann Enders
3203 Horizon Dr.
Lancaster, PA 17601 285-5238
Birthdays: Harold
6/7
Jo Ann
8/8
Anniversary:
2/11

Kathy Lenox
Meadow View Rehab & Nursing
9209 Ridge Pike
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Betty Mowrer
Hamilton Arms Center
Ray & Anna Ruth Enders
336 South West End Ave.
Janet Booz
375 Primrose Lane
Lancaster, PA 17603
3001 Lititz Pike
Mountville, PA 17554 285-4289 Birthday
6/3
Lancaster, PA 17606 581-4059 Birthdays: Ray
12/4
Anna Ruth 11/10 Miriam Sampsel
Gretchen Brock
Anniversary:
12/23 2401 McKee II
Manorcare Health Services
551 Free Mason Dr.
320 S. Market St.
Ethel Good
Elizabethtown PA 17022
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
3604 Horizon Dr.
361-5601
Birthday: 10/19
Lancaster, PA 17601 285-3920
Birthday:
5/5
Birthday:
9/26
Gene & Barbara Swords
Ruth H. Bushong
3001 Lititz Pike,
Olive
Kline
3001 Lititz Pike
Lancaster, PA 17606 560-0345
Lancaster, PA 17606 560-4929 203 Greenbriar Circle
Birthdays: Gene
10/25
Lancaster,
PA
17603
397-5386
Birthday:
10/10
Barbara 1/31
Please remember these persons in your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits.
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FEBRUARY SERVERS
Ushers
Norman Bollinger

Worship Leaders
5 - Steve Hess

Acolytes
5 - Claudia Ebersole

Jerry Bushong

12 - Kathy Long

12 - Indy Ebersole

Geoff Hess

19 - Amanda Ritchie

19 - Darron McAllister

Harry Light

26 - Joel Musser

26 - Alexa Taylor

Children’s Ministry
5-

, Joan Boshnaugle, Alexa Taylor

12 -

, Carey Taylor, A J Taylor

19 -

, Amy Sensenig, Love Simegn

26 -

, Lisa Boshnaugle, Amanda Ritchie
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LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, January 29 - Youth Dessert Auction
Sunday, February 12 - Fun & Games for Everyone
3:00-5:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 26 - Youth Fundraiser Luncheon
- Congregational Forum
Sunday, March 5 - First Sunday in Lent, Communion

Deadline for the March 2017 New Vision articles is Sunday, February 12, 2017.
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