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All are invited to Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:15 a.m.   
Nursery is available for younger children.  

 

Our Staff: 
  Becky Fuchs – Pastor 
  John Hess – Director of Music 
  Gloria Hess – Organist 
  Amy Sensenig – Puppet Ministry       
  Jackie Sands – Secretary 
  George Schwert – Custodian  

 

Mountville Church of the Brethren is 
located at the corner of College, Hoover, & 
Clay Streets in Mountville, PA. If you have 
further questions  regarding the Mountville 
Church, please feel free to call the church 
office at  717-285-5122 or 717-285-7424. 

www.mountvillecob.org 

 Mountvi l le  Church o f  the Brethren 

Christmas on Clay 
Join us as we prepare to celebrate the birth of  Christ this  

Christmas season. 
 
 

December 3   We will begin Advent with some merry noise-
making by our children. Becky Fuchs will preach Wake Up and 
Pay Attention! based on Mark 13:24-37. We will light the first  
candle on our Advent wreath. Our Puppets will be in worship 
and we will collect the offering for Global Food Initiative. 
 

The traditional Community Christmas Concert featuring the 
Bainbridge Band will begin at 2:30 p.m. in our sanctuary.  
 

December 10   On this second Sunday of Advent worship 
will begin with a visit from the prophet. Becky Fuchs will preach  
Better Than a Warm Blanket based on Isaiah 40:1-11. Carissa  
Warren will provide special music.  
 

All Church Caroling 
At 5:30 p.m. we will gather in the lobby and spread joy by  
Christmas caroling for members and friends of our congregation. 
We will end our evening at the home of Dave and Becky Fuchs 
for cookies and hot chocolate.  
 

December 17  Worship will begin on the third Sunday of  
Advent, known as Gaudete, or Joy Sunday, with a processional 
drama. Our Chancel Choir will sing several anthems. A brass 
group will play before and during worship. Becky Fuchs will 
preach Anointed Ones based on Isaiah 61:1-11.  
 

Continued on page 2. 
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Christmas on Clay 
Continued from page 1 

 

December 21    Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service  
The Mountville Ministerium will hold a Longest Night/Blue 
Christmas Service at 7 p.m. The service will be held at Concordia 
Lutheran Church, 3825 Concordia Road, Columbia. Blue Christ-
mas services or Longest Night services are worship opportunities 
for persons who have trouble embracing all the festivities and joy 
of the Christmas season. Reasons for a lack of enthusiasm for 
Christmas may include the recent or not-so-recent loss of a loved 
one, financial difficulties, poor physical health, family discord, 
loneliness and disappointment with life.  A Blue Christmas service 
offers an opportunity for quiet reflection on the meaning of 
Christmas in our lives and our world as well as an invitation to 
turn to God with our pain and disappointment. Join us for the 
Longest Night service where you can be reminded once again that 
God has come to be with us in the form of the Christ child.  
 

December 24 a.m.   A processional drama will begin our wor-
ship on this last Sunday of Advent. Becky Fuchs will preach She 
Said “Yes” based on Luke 1:26-38. Our Chancel Choir will sing 
and we will light the fourth candle of our Advent wreath.   
 

December 24 p.m. On Christmas Eve, pre-service music will  
begin at 6:45 p.m. and the Candlelight Service will begin at  
7:00 p.m. There will be a story for the children and music by our 
Chancel Choir.  We will receive our Christmas gifts for Jesus in 
our evening offering.  We will conclude our time of worship with 
candle-lighting.  Plan now for your family to join our larger family 
of faith on this most holy of nights. 

A Bit of  
Christmas Cheer 

 
The Deacon’s Health Ministry 

Team invites you to help spread 

the love of Christ this Christmas 

by giving Christmas cards to 

members of our congregation who 

are going through a rough time 

or who are unable to attend 

church regularly. Gift bags will 

be placed on the table outside the 

Hospitality Room from December 

3 to December 17. You may put 

your cards to the members and 

friends of our congregation who 

are listed below in those bags. If 

you are willing to deliver a bag to 

one of the folks on our list be-

tween December 17 and 25, 

please indicate that by signing 

your name to the sheet that you 

will find beside the gift bags.  

This small gesture of a card  

means so very, very much to 

those who receive them. Thank 

you for your participation! 

 

Flora Jean Beam 

Gretchen Brock 

Ruth H. Bushong 

Bill & Jean Carlin 

Ella & Foster Eckenrod 

Harold & Jo Ann Enders 

Ray & Anna Ruth Enders 

Jay & Jane Fitze 

Ethel Good 

Olive Kline 

Kathy Lenox 

Vernon & Angela Stinebaugh 

Gene & Barbara Swords 

Margie Trimble 
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Awaiting the Already for  
Advent Adult Sunday School 

 

During the month of December, Adult Sunday School will 

prepare for the birth of Christ by studying the book   

Awaiting the Already by Magrey deVega. This series will 

show how the four Gospels each have a unique approach 

and a different emphasis regarding the preparation for 

Christmas. Join us at 9:00 a.m. for this interesting look at 

Biblical Scriptures during the Advent Season. 
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October 29:     
Forum, Youth Fund-Raising Lunch, Fellowship Successes 

 

On Sunday, October 29 our congregation gathered in Fellowship Hall after worship to enjoy 

food and fellowship together and to participate in the semi-annual Congregational Forum. Here 

are some highlights: 
 

Food and Fellowship – Conversation around the tables was sustained by the excellent lunch 

served by our youth as a fund-raising project to cover registration and attendance fees for  

Navajo youth from Lybrook, NM, the site of our summer work camp, to attend National Youth 

Conference next summer.  The food, fellowship and the fund-raising were all highly successful. 
 

Congregational Forum – at this Forum the congregation: 
 

� Called persons to Leadership Team and Ministry Team positions for the 2018 term.  

The full list of Leadership and Ministry Team personnel will appear in the 2018 

Church Directory. 

� Rejoiced in the generosity and commitment of the congregation’s support of at-home 

ministries and vigorous outreach ministries. 

� Celebrated as we near the completion of our three-year capital campaign with re-

maining debt of about $240,000 from our $1.3 million building renovation project, 

and accepted the challenge of the Finance Committee to reduce the existing debt by 

$100,000 by December, 2018. 

� Called a study group to consider next steps as our congregation responds to the  

      issues of poverty in Lancaster County. The group will report to a future Congrega- 

      tional Forum meeting regarding new ministries or programs.   
 

 

Cancellation Policy in Winter Weather 
 

Although the beauty of fall surrounds us these days, snow and ice could be right around the  

corner. In the event that bad weather necessitates a cancellation of activities or worship  

services, these are the ways you will be notified: 
 

 A phone call from a Deacon or other member of our congregation. 

Mountville Church of the Brethren website 

Facebook notice. 
 

Cancellation notices will be posted no later than 8:00 a.m. If you are unable to access any of 

these methods, please call Becky Fuchs, Jerry Bushong, Forrest Collier or Larry Booz. 
 

Decisions to cancel are made jointly by the Chair of Stewards, Jerry Bushong; the Moderator, 

Forrest Collier; the Leadership Team Chair, Larry Booz; and the Pastor. The de-

cision is made after carefully considering the weather forecast and the condition 

of the roads in Mountville and our parking lot. 
 

It is our hope that all persons will give priority to their health and 

safety when making a decision about traveling to church activities and 

worship services when the weather and road conditions are not optimal.   



 Mountville COB  Oct. 2017  Offerings 

             For General Fund $  23,103.80    

             Continuing Our Vision $    6,699.95      

             Designated $    9,662.09           

Bits ’n Pieces     
  

Many, many thanks for the many cards, notes of  

appreciation, and gifts I received in October.  I am 

honored and delighted to serve as the pastor of such a 

kind, loving, and appreciative congregation.   

Becky Fuchs 

 

New Address  

Lew & Fay Powell             Home: 814-793-2220 

523 Golden Lane                Cell:    717-295-4605 

Martinsburg, PA 16662 
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Health Ministry Corner: 
 

Stay Healthy  
This Holiday Season 

 

Give yourself a gift this holiday season 

by following healthy habits. The Mayo 

Clinic offers some tips for keeping you 

and your family safe and healthy. 

 

~ Wash your hands often with soap   

and water for 20 seconds to prevent 

the spread of germs. Carry hand 

sanitizer to use when soap and water 

is not available. At a time when close 

contact is more frequent, this can 

help to keep you from getting sick! 
 

~ If you haven’t done so already, GET   

   A FLU VACCINATION! 
 

~ Eat lots of fruits and vegetables and  

    have a healthy snack before holiday   

    parties and dinners to help curb  

    your appetite. Choose small portions  

    and use a small plate when possible.   

    It will “trick” your brain into think-  

    ing you are eating more food! 
 

~ Stay active. Even 10 minute bursts of  

   activity can help boost your metabo- 

   lism. Even though you are busy,  

   make it a priority to get at least 2 ½  

   hours of activity a week. Take the  

   stairs instead of the escalator; go for  

   a walk to look at the Christmas  

   lights. 
 

You will feel better physically and 

mentally if you have a plan and some 

positive thinking, and this can help 

you find peace and joy during the  

holidays. 

 



     Inside    
    Outreach 
    

 

  DECEMBER OUTREACH 
This month begins with our very familiar and much-

needed Mitten Tree project. You will soon see the tree in 

our narthex. Please place on the tree purchased, or homemade, mittens, scarves, 

hats, and gloves. In early January they will be taken to the Columbia Food Bank 

where they will be distributed to those in need of these items. Thank you for helping 

others keep warm! 

 

Also in December, you will be hearing more about intended recipients of our 

Christmas Eve offering. 

 

A Look to JANUARY OUTREACHJANUARY OUTREACHJANUARY OUTREACHJANUARY OUTREACH: 
In January we will again support Hands Across the Street, a homeless shelter 

ministry in Columbia. In past years some of our congregation members have signed 

up to spend the night in the shelter, or provide an evening meal for those at the  

shelter. In January you will hear more about this unique opportunity to share with 

our neighbors. 
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A Different Kind of Christmas 
 

     On Christmas Eve, we invite you to give a birthday gift to Jesus. Jesus taught us to serve the 

least among us and in so doing, serve him. We believe that gifts given to help those who have 

great needs will be pleasing birthday gifts for the Son of God.    

     Birthday gifts for Jesus will be received in our Christmas Eve offering. The money will be  

divided and given to two ministries that care for those who are suffering in our world. One half 

of our offering will be designated for New Covenant School in Haiti that was begun by Church 

of the Brethren pastors, Michaela and Ilexene Alphonse after they observed poor children wan-

dering the streets of Haiti day after day. The school provides education, meals, nutrition train-

ing, clean water and school supplies to the poorest of the poor in our world. This gift of educa-

tion which offers hope and a future to these children. 

     The other half of our gifts to Jesus on Christmas Eve will be sent to New Community Project 

to support the education of Batwa (Pygmy) girls in East Africa. These girls, live in absolute pov-

erty and struggle to survive. An education helps them and their families improve their lives. 

     Throughout his life, Jesus fed the hungry and cared for the poor and those who were suffer-

ing. He came that we might have life. To honor his birth, let us give gifts that continue his work 

of caring for those in need and provide the essentials for life. 



Flora Jean Beam 

6655 Red House Rd. 

Phenix, VA 23959 

434-208-0702 

Birthday:   Flora Jean   8/7 

   

Gretchen Brock 

Manorcare Health Services 

320 S. Market St. 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

Birthday: 5/5 

 

Ruth H. Bushong 

4 Conestoga Dr., Rm. 234 

Lititz, PA 17543     

717-560-4929    Birthday: 10/10 

 

Harold & Jo Ann Enders 

3203 Horizon Dr. 

Lancaster, PA 17601    

717-285-5238      Anniv: 2/11 

 Birthdays:  Harold 6/7 

                    Jo Ann  8/8 

Ray & Anna Ruth Enders 

375 Primrose Lane 

Mountville, PA 17554   

717-285-4289       Anniv: 12/28 

 Birthdays:   Ray   12/4 

  Anna Ruth   11/10 

 

Ethel Good 

Signature Living 

31 Millersville Rd. 

Lancaster, PA 17603    

717-208-8696      Birthday: 9/26 
 

Olive Kline 

Evergreen Estates 

1300 E. King St. C-23 

Lancaster, PA 17602    

717-397-5386      Birthday: 4/23 

 

Kathy Lenox 

Meadow View Rehab & Nursing 

9209 Ridge Pike 

Philadelphia, PA 19128 

 

Miriam Sampsel 

2401 McKee II 

551 Free Mason Dr. 

Elizabethtown PA 17022 

717-361-5601    Birthday: 10/19 

 

Gene & Barbara Swords 

151 Fairview Dr., Apt. 238  

Lititz, PA 17543   

717-560-0345     Anniv: 8/26 

  Birthdays:    Gene        10/25 

                        Barbara    1/31 

 

Margie Trimble 

1728 N Second St.  

Harrisburg, PA 17102 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

� Please remember these persons in your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits.  

December Birthday Blessings & Anniversary Wishes 
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Happy Anniversary 

Please contact the church office if your  

birthday or Anniversary  was missed.  

Thank you.          

Birthday Blessings to: 

1   Jesse & Kaitlin Musser 

8   Tom & Margie Musser 

12 Kevin & Tess Wolford 

23  Ray & Anna Ruth Enders 

27  Dave & Becky Fuchs   

30  Sam & Carol Field 

  3  Alexa Taylor 

  4  Ray Enders 

10  Wayne Smith 

11 Gloria Hess 

11  Joan Pontius 

14  Lloyd Finkbiner 

15  Kathy Long 

19 Carol Nissly 

      Kevin Shaffer 

20  Dick Blouch 

      Deb Musser 

      Penelope Schulz 

21  Holly Mele 

23  Dianna Zimmerman 

26  Bud Hart 

27 Bret Barto 

29  McKenna Wolford 

      Alexander Wolford 

30  Taleah Stewart 

31  Amy Sensenig 

The Health Ministry Team is providing this list of 
Members and Friends who are unable to attend church regularly. 



 

DECEMBER SERVERS 
 

                Ushers   Worship Leaders   Acolytes 

 Steve Hess        3 - Lois Silver      3 - Alex Wolford 

 Bob Keller   10 - Floyd Bantz  10 - McKenna Wolford 

 Holly Mele   17 - Joel Musser  17 - Indy Ebersole  

 Joe Mele   24 - Nancy Hess  24 -  p.m. Catherine Repkoe   

     31 -     31 - Alex Wolford 

          

    Children’s Ministry 

   3 - Joyce Kerns, A J Taylor, Joan Boshnaugle, Amanda Ritchie                                      

           10 - Kitty Collier, Betsy Thomas, Carey Taylor, Alexa Taylor 

           17 - Margie Musser, Sue Beiler, Amy Sensenig, Joel Sensenig 

  24 - Beth Hess, Amy Sensenig, Joel Sensenig 

 31 - Nanette Bushong, Valerie Geist, Lisa Boshnaugle, A J Taylor 
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Happy 
Birthday 
Jesus! 



Address Service Requested 
Dated Material Enclosed 

Deadline for the January 2017 New Vision articles is Sunday, December 10, 2017. 

        Dec. 3: Advent begins 

    Community Christmas Carol Sing  

                with the Bainbridge Band; 2:30 p.m. 

         Dec. 10: All Church Christmas Caroling, 5:00 p.m. 

         Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service, 7:00 p.m. 

    Jan. 28: Youth Dessert Auction 

LOOKING AHEAD  


